PREFACE

Angiogenesisisthe development of new blood vessel sfrom an existing vascular bed.
Normal vascular proliferation occurs only during embryonic development, the female
reproductive cycle, and wound repair. Many pathol ogical conditions are characterized
by persistent, unregulated angiogenesis, such as cancer, atherosclerosis, rheumatoid
arthritis, and diabetic neuropathy. Conversely, inadequate angiogenesis can often lead to
chronic pressure ulcers, duodenal ulcers, and myocardial infarction. Control of vascular
development will permit new therapeutic approachesto these disorders, whereasenhance-
ment of angiogenesis by exogenous growth factors can prevent or limit the damagein
chronic wounds and duodenal ulcers.

The New Angiotherapy covers the recent progress in basic and applied research in
angiogenesis. Critical reviewscontributed by aninternational team of expertsdiscussthe
fundamental conceptsinthe physiol ogy and pathophysiol ogy of angiogenesisand eval u-
ate the potential of angiotherapy in the management of angiogenic disease, highlighting
some of the angiogenics and antiangiogenics both in development and in clinical trials.
The future prospects of receptor antagonists, enzyme inhibitors, and vascular targeted
approaches, especially that of genetherapy in the devel opment of angiotherapy, are also
covered.

Over the past five years, angiogenesis research has been expanding rapidly. To keep
abreast of the most recent developmentsin the principles and practice of angiotherapy,
we recommend Angiogenesis—the only specialist journal in the field. Please visit the
website at http://www.wkap.nl/journalhome.htm/0969-6970.

We would like to thank the following colleagues for their generous assistance in
reviewing some of the manuscripts. Adriana Albini, Robert Auerbach, Lee Ellis, Arjan
Griffieon, Pamela Jones, Pieter Koolwijk, Macro Presta, David Walsh, Johannes
Waltenberger, and David West.

Tai-Ping D. Fan, pnp
Elise C. Kohn, mD



2 Springer
http://www.springer.com/978-0-89603-464-8

The New Angiotherapy

Fan, T.-P.D.; Kohn, E.C. (Eds.]
2002, XX, 610 p., Hardcowver
ISEM: 978-0-89503-464-8

& product of Humana Press





