
Preface

This volume contains papers presented at the Fifteenth Annual Conference on
Computational Learning Theory (COLT 2002) held on the main campus of the
University of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia from July 8 to 10, 2002.
Naturally, these are papers in the field of computational learning theory, a re-
search field devoted to studying the design and analysis of algorithms for making
predictions about the future based on past experiences, with an emphasis on rig-
orous mathematical analysis.

COLT 2002 was co-located with the Nineteenth International Conference on
Machine Learning (ICML 2002) and with the Twelfth International Conference
on Inductive Logic Programming (ILP 2002).

Note that COLT 2002 was the first conference to take place after the full
merger of the Annual Conference on Computational Learning Theory with the
European Conference on Computational Learning Theory. (In 2001 a joint con-
ference consisting of the 5th European Conference on Computational Learning
Theory and the 14th Annual Conference on Computational Learning Theory
was held; the last independent European Conference on Computational Learn-
ing Theory was held in 1999.)

The technical program of COLT 2002 contained 26 papers selected from
55 submissions. In addition, Christos Papadimitriou (University of California at
Berkeley) was invited to give a keynote lecture and to contribute an abstract of
his lecture to these proceedings.

The Mark Fulk Award is presented annually for the best paper coauthored
by a student. This year’s award was won by Sandra Zilles for the paper “Merging
Uniform Inductive Learners.”
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