
iii

Contents at a Glance

Foreword .................................................................................................................. ix

About the Author ............................................................................................... xiii

Acknowledgments ...................................................................................................xv

Introduction ...................................................................................................... xvii

An Important Note Regarding Code in This Book ............................. xxiii

Part One Strategies ......................................................................... 1

Chapter 1 Where Should You Begin? ................................................... 3

Chapter 2 Facing VB .NET without Fear or Panic ....................... 9

Chapter 3 Adoption Strategies .......................................................... 15

Part Two Concepts ............................................................... 27

Chapter 4 .NET in Context ................................................................... 29

Chapter 5 Inheritance ............................................................................ 61

Chapter 6 Memory Management in VB .NET ...................................... 105

Chapter 7 VB .NET Multithreading .................................................. 125

Part Three Code ...................................................................... 193

Chapter 8 Data Types and Operators ............................................. 195

Chapter 9 Language Syntax ................................................................. 223

Chapter 10 Objects In-Depth ............................................................... 271

Chapter 11 Reflection and Attributes ........................................... 331

Interlude ............................................................................................................. 359

102xfront.fm  Page iii  Friday, March 7, 2003  6:50 PM



Contents at a Glance

iv

Part Four The Wonderful World of .NET ................... 361

Chapter 12 .NET Namespaces—The Grand Tour .............................. 363

Chapter 13 Windows Applications ...................................................... 433

Chapter 14 Internet Applications and Services ........................ 457

Chapter 15 COM Interop and Accessing the Win32 API ............. 495

Chapter 16 Living with .NET ............................................................... 555

Conclusion ........................................................................................................... 595

Index ...................................................................................................................... 597

102xfront.fm  Page iv  Friday, March 7, 2003  6:50 PM



http://www.springer.com/978-1-59059-102-4




