Preface

Minimally invasive urologic surgery isrevolutionizing how physicians
treat many urologic diseases. Laparoscopy in particular has reduced the
pain, morbidity, and recovery time for many procedurestraditionally per-
formed through an open incision. Since |aparoscopy is now the preferred
modality for many benign conditions, the indications have expanded with
thetechnique, so that it isnow applied to the management of most urologic
cancers.

Theaim of Laparoscopic Urologic Oncology isto providethefirst com-
prehensive textbook dedicated to the minimally invasive management of
urologic cancers. Thebook isnot intended to review thebiol ogy of urologic
tumors, which iswell covered in other texts, but rather their management.
In particular, it focuses on surgical technique and the role of laparoscopic
surgery in the management of these tumors. It also addresses patient con-
ditionsfor whichaminimally invasive alternative does not exist. The book
isnot asurgical atlas, but it does provide abalanced insight into itsindica-
tions, contraindications, and results. Furthermore, the authors compare
results to conventional open surgery, discuss controversies, and identify
the shortcomings of minimally invasive procedures. In particular, such
issues as the adequacy of oncologic results and their morbidity are com-
pared to those experienced with conventional open techniques.

Laparoscopic Urologic Oncology focuses on educating both general
urologists and urologic oncologists on the current and future role of
laparoscopy and other minimally invasive techniquesin urologic oncology.
Itisalsointended to serve asavaluable reference to practicing laparoscopic
and endoscopic urologic surgeons.

This book is dedicated to my wife Marlo, and children, Arianna and
Duncan, without whose support this would not be possible.

Jeffrey A. Cadeddu, mp
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