
Preface

When we agreed to share all of our preparation of exercises in sampling theory
to create a book, we were not aware of the scope of the work. It was indeed
necessary to compose the information, type out the compilations, standardise
the notations and correct the drafts. It is fortunate that we have not yet
measured the importance of this project, for this work probably would never
have been attempted!

In making available this collection of exercises, we hope to promote the
teaching of sampling theory for which we wanted to emphasise its diversity.
The exercises are at times purely theoretical while others are originally from
real problems, enabling us to approach the sensitive matter of passing from
theory to practice that so enriches survey statistics.

The exercises that we present were used as educational material at the
École Nationale de la Statistique et de l’Analyse de l’Information (ENSAI),
where we had successively taught sampling theory. We are not the authors of
all the exercises. In fact, some of them are due to Jean-Claude Deville and
Laurent Wilms. We thank them for allowing us to reproduce their exercises.
It is also possible that certain exercises had been initially conceived by an
author that we have not identified. Beyond the contribution of our colleagues,
and in all cases, we do not consider ourselves to be the lone authors of these
exercises: they actually form part of a common heritage from ENSAI that has
been enriched and improved due to questions from students and the work of
all the demonstrators of the sampling course at ENSAI.

We would like to thank Laurent Wilms, who is most influential in the or-
ganisation of this practical undertaking, and Sylvie Rousseau for her multiple
corrections of a preliminary version of this manuscript. Inès Pasini, Yves-Alain
Gerber and Anne-Catherine Favre helped us over and over again with typing
and composition. We also thank ENSAI, who supported part of the scientific
typing. Finally, we particularly express our gratitude to Marjolaine Girin for
her meticulous work with typing, layout and composition.
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