
Preface

During the last decade of the twentieth century, computer vision made considerable
progress towards consolidation of its fundaments, in particular regarding the treatment
of geometry for the evaluation of stereo image pairs and of multi-view image recordings.
Scientists thus began to look at basic computer vision solutions – irrespective of the well-
perceived need to perfect these further – as components which should be explored in a
larger context.

In 2000, Horst Forster, Head of Division in the Information Society Directorate-
General of the European Commission, through his contacts with many computer vision
researchers throughout Europe, sensed their readiness to cooperate for the exploration of
new grounds in a direction subsequently to become known as ‘cognitive vision.’ Horst
Forster succeeded in convincing the European Commission to stimulate cooperation in
this direction by funding a four-year program, which encountered an unexpectedly broad
response. It has been a privilege for us to have had a glimpse at the unobtrusive, effective
engagement of Horst Forster to advance scientific cooperation within the European
Union.

It is a particular pleasure for us to thank Colette Maloney, who closely cooperated
with Horst Forster throughout the past by accompanying the many projects funded
under the cognitive vision programme.Her constant encouraging support, her practically
instant response to a seemingly endless series of calls for help in organizational and
financial matters, and her deep commitment to advancing scientific research in this
topical area across Europe made collaboration with her a truly memorable experience.

As part of the efforts to further strengthen cooperation between research groups
from different countries, a seminar was organized at Schloss Dagstuhl in Germany during
October 26–30, 2003. Scientists active in related areas were invited from across the world.
This seminar was co-sponsored by ECVision, the Cognitive Vision network of excellence
under the leadership of David Vernon. The support from ECVision was instrumental
to the organization of this seminar and the creation of this volume. Presentations and
associated vivid discussions at the seminar were gradually transformed into a set of
contributions to this volume. The editors thank the authors for their considerable efforts
to draft, refine, and cross-reference these contributions.
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The editors are grateful to Alfred Hofmann from Springer for agreeing to publish
this book – and for his patience while we wrestled with the ‘mechanics’ to put it together.

All who participated in this seminar still remember the warm hospitality and quiet
efficiency of the staff at Schloss Dagstuhl who thereby contributed significantly to turning
this endeavor into a stimulating and successful event.
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