Preface

In this volume we present a collection of research papers which mainly follow
lectures given at the “Colloquium on Operator Theory”. This conference was held
at the Vienna University of Technology in March 2004 on the occasion of the
retirement of Heinz Langer. The present volume of the series “Operator Theory:
Advances and Applications” is dedicated to him and his scientific work.

The book starts with an introductory part which provides some information
about the colloquium itself. We have also included the laudation given by Aad
Dijksma and a list of the recent publications of Heinz Langer, which updates his
bibliography given in OT 106. The main part of the book consists of fifteen original
research papers, which deal with various aspects of operator theory and indefinite
inner product spaces. It concludes with a historical survey on the theory of positive
definite functions.

It would not have been possible to bring together so many colleagues in
Vienna without financial support provided by several organizations. We wish to
thank the

Aufleninstitut der TU Wien

Osterreichische Forschungsgemeinschaft (OFG)

Research Training Network HPRN-CT-2000-00116 of the European Union
Vienna Convention Bureau

Osterreichisch-Ukrainisches Kooperationsbiiro

Osterreichische Mathematische Gesellschaft (OMG)

and everybody who has contributed to make this conference and this book possible.
Our special thanks also go to the referees who did a lot of work and in some cases
made valuable and essential suggestions, which decisively improved the quality of
the papers. Photos were provided by Dr. Mathias Beiglbock (conference photo)
and Peter Geisenberger (photo of Heinz Langer).

As organizers of the “Colloquium on Operator Theory” it was a great pleasure
for us that so many colleagues participated in the conference; as editors of the
present volume we are happy that a large part of them decided to contribute to
these proceedings. We greatly acknowledge the interesting experience.

Vienna, July 2005 Matthias Langer
Annemarie Luger

Harald Woracek
(the editors)
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