Preface

The sixth Austrian-Hungarian Workshop on Distributed and Parallel Systems
is organized jointly by University of Innsbruck and the MTA SZTAKI Computer
and Automation Research Institute. The series of workshops started as a small
regional meeting early in the nineties, and since then it evolved a lot and became
an acknowledged international scientific event. The scope of the workshop has
changed as well during the years following the new trends in technology. The
first workshop was dedicated to transputers whereas in recent years, just like
this year, it is tagged with cluster and grid computing.

This year the workshop attracted authors from Europe, North-America,
Africa and Asia. To continue the recent trends in improving the quality of
the workshop, around 52% of the submitted papers were accepted after a thor-
ough review process. These papers are presented in this volume and give a good
overview of recent advances in various aspects of parallel and distributed com-
puting. The proceedings is composed of five parts according to the major topics
of the workshop — albeit they cover a much broader range in this field. Part I
is devoted to general algorithmic aspects of parallel and distributed computing.
Communication is a fundamental issue in distributed computing addressed in
Part I1. The rest of the papers are directly or indirectly related to grid computing:
Part III introduces its service oriented questions; Part IV raises various crucial
questions tied to the infrastructure whereas Part V presents the most abstract
papers introducing advanced problems and challenges of grid computing.

There were two invited talks at the workshop delivered by Leif Laaksonen
introducing grid computing in Finland and Nordic collaboration and by Peter
Coveney about attracting computational scientist to grid computing by middel-
wares that simplify user interaction.
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We would like to express our gratitude for the generous support of Hewlett-
Packard, Intel,Sun Microsystems, Bundesministerium fiir Bildung, Wissenschaft
und Kultur and University of Innsbruck.

We would like to thank the members of the Program Committee and the addi-
tional reviewers for their work in refereeing the submitted papers and ensuring
the high quality of DAPSYS 2006. Special thanks to those who helped us be-
yond their duties. We are grateful to Susan Lagerstrom-Fife and her assistant,
Sharon Palleschi at Springer for their endless patience and valuable support in
producing this volume. The conference could have never been realized without
the devoted work of the local organizers: Michaela Lechner, Wolfgang Kausch
and the tireless omnipresent almost-PC-chair Stefan Podlipnig. Special thanks
to the webmasters Attila Csaba Marosi and Csaba Kujbus and Philippe Rigaux
for providing the MyReview system.
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