Preface

Computer-Aided Innovation (CAI) is emerging as a strategic domain of research
and application to support enterprises throughout the overall innovation process.

The 5.4 Working Group of IFIP aims at defining the scientific foundation of
Computer Aided Innovation systems and at identifying state of the art and trends
of CAI tools and methods.

These Proceedings derive from the second Topical Session on Computer-
Aided Innovation organized within the 20th World Computer Congress of IFIP.
The goal of the Topical Session is to provide a survey of existing technologies
and research activities in the field and to identify opportunities of integration of
CAI with other PLM systems.

According to the heterogeneous needs of innovation-related activities, the
papers published in this volume are characterized by multidisciplinary contents
and complementary perspectives and scopes.

Such a richness of topics and disciplines will certainly contribute to the
promotion of fruitful new collaborations and synergies within the IFIP community.

Gaetano Cascini

Florence, April 30™ 2008
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