PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

I am happy to present the second edition of this book. In this second edition,
I have updated all the chapters and additional material has been added in
Chapter 3 and Chapter 7. New examples have also been added in various chap-
ters. The solution manual and case studies for this book are available online
on the Springer website with the book link http://www.springer.com/math/
book/978-0-387-76634-8.

This book would not have been possible without the constant support
from my husband Dr. Sanjay Joag, and my sisters Dr. Anjali Diwekar and
Dr. Prajakta Sambarey. Thanks are due to my graduate students Francesco
Baratto, Saadet Ulas, Karthik Subramanyan, Weiyu Xu, and Yogendra Shastri
for providing feedback on the first edition. Thanks are also due to the many
readers around the world who sent valuable feedback.

Urmila M. Diwekar
Clarendon Hills, Illinois
February, 2007
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