Preface

The volume as presented has originated from discussions with the European
Materials Research Society. It is to fill a gap concerning the scientific and tech-
nical importance of piezoelectricity. We have to thank all who have supported
this project, especially the publisher and all our authors for their excellent
cooperation. We hope that we were able to meet the mentioned goal in spite
of the broad diversity of the whole field.

Miinchen Walter Heywang
August, 2008 Karl Lubitz
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