Preface

This book is an expanded and revised version of my thesis, submitted for the
Ph.D degree in October 2006 at the University of Cambridge. It has been an
honour and joy to work with many individuals, both inside and outside the
university town, who made this book possible.

First and foremost, my most sincere appreciation goes to my PhD supervi-
sor, mentor and friend Nick Sinclair-Brown for his careful, insightful and effi-
cient supervision during my doctoral studies in Cambridge. Without his gen-
erous and indispensable help neither the conduct of the Ph.D. study nor the ac-
complishment of the book would have been possible. The design and plan of
the doctoral work were wholly due to him. I still remembered the day when he
met me at the Finlay Library of the Lauterpacht Centre, for there I received
first encouragement to study this challenging topic, an encouragement pro-
vided by generous interest and support of Nick. Over the following years, his
outlook and confidence in my work gave me much inspiration, and his pene-
trating comments contributed enormously to the production of my thesis. I ap-
preciate his wisdom, vigilance and sense of humour, without which I would
have been either flattered or perplexed on numerous occasions. I have been
deeply grateful that, during his heavy cancer treatment in Brussels, he still
managed to read through my thesis and offered me detailed feedback and
comments. Unfortunately, Nick passed away after fighting the illness with his
bravery and morality without seeing the completion of my dissertation and my
book in which he had invested much time and energy.

I must also express my particular thanks to my supervisor, mentor and
friend Dr. Robert Weatherley for his timely and effective guidance at the late
stage of my work. Dr. Weatherley had been fully supportive of my work from
the moment we had the first meeting and encouraged me to develop the thesis
further into a book. As a leading China expert, his discussions with me con-
cerning the role of China in its transitional period and its impact on global
trade helped expand my perspectives. I have learned much from him, particu-
larly in understanding the inherent complexities at the interface of law, politics
and history.

I would also express my heartfelt thanks to my Ph.D. examiner Dr. Nick
Foster, who graciously offered me his stimulating comments and thought-
provoking observations on various portions of my thesis. His insightful per-
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spectives, particularly on comparative law and legal transplants, offered me a
constant source of inspiration, reflection and affirmation.

Special thanks also belong to my fellow mentors at the Centre of Interna-
tional Studies and the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law, University of
Cambridge, where students are nourished not only by theory but also by spirit.
I would like to express my gratitude to Professor Christopher Hill, Professor
James Crawford, Dr. Charles Jones, Dr. Philip Towle, Dr. Brendan Simms,
Mr. John Forsyth and Dr. Shogo Suzuki for their different forms of support.

My deepest thanks are also given to my College — St John’s, which pro-
vides me a cosy home and favourable guidance. Living and working for more
than five years at St John’s, a “so pretty and picturesque” College that the
Queen Victoria admired, has been an inspirational and unforgettable experi-
ence. I owe a special debt of gratitude to my College Tutors Dr. Sue Colwell,
Dr. Maire Ni Mhaonaigh and Dr. Victoria Best for their care and a sense of
proportion. I should also thank the College library and its helpful staff. It was
in the library that I spent most of my stressful but enjoyable working time dur-
ing my doctorate study in Cambridge.

I would also like to mention Professor Pierre Klein of Centre de Droit In-
ternational, ULB, Brussels, for his generous help during my field trip to Brus-
sels. I would also like to thank Mr. Christopher De Vroey at DG Trade, Euro-
pean Commission, for offering me firsthand knowledge of EU-China Trade
Relations and Intellectual Property and his comments on my project. Thanks
should also be given to Dr. Amanda Perry for her fascinating ideas on the sur-
vey infrastructure. I would also like to express my gratitude to Mr. Yong Zhu
at the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Mr. Wuwei Jin at the Legisla-
tive Affair Office of the State Council, for providing me helpful research ma-
terials.

A special debt of gratitude is owed to Professor Robert Gordon and his
family who have committed their time, passion and love over the past years
during my time in Cambridge. Without their sustaining support, I would cer-
tainly have stagnated at some point.

Mention should also be made to my friends Boping Yuan, Jianbo Lou,
Kyuseok Moon, Alex Broadbent, Beth Bower, and Wengang Weng who lent
emotional support and shared their knowledge with me over the years, particu-
larly during my times of struggle.

I thank Bangor University Law School for a world of hope, encouragement
and wisdom. I am grateful for Thomas Watkin, Howard Johnson, Dermot Ca-
hill, Aled Griffiths and other distinguished colleagues who placed much con-
fidence in me and offered me much support in finalising this book.

I would also like to express my deep appreciation to Ms Brigitte Reschke
and Ms Manuela Ebert of Springer for their high degree of confidence and pa-
tience, and their continuous support during various stages of the publication
process. Their consideration, determination and great expertise have helped
me improve the manuscript of this book considerably.
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My very special appreciation goes to my parents Shengyun Shi and Xinru
Liang, my wife Aihua, my son Xiaotian, as well as my brothers and sisters
who have given me endless love and tireless support. My parents, who had
taught in different schools for over thirty years before their retirement, have
given me as much as they can. I have been thankful to my parents for inherit-
ing some of my father’s faith and some of my mother’s scepticism and I have
tried to reconcile and integrated the two in my lifelong experiences. I owe a
particular debt to my elderly parents for not being able to look after them in a
time when they did need caring. I am grateful for the sacrifice of my wife who
quitted her government position in China and endeavoured to manage the
home in Cambridge; I have to thank my fabulous son for tolerating me to tap
into his innocence of his young life, despite his consecutive good grades in his
schools.

Finally, and by no means last, the financial contributions from St John’s
College, Cambridge Overseas Trust, and the China Scholarship Council are
gratefully acknowledged.

February 2008 Wei Shi
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