PREFACE

This book is the result of hard work and collective action of many people and
institutions. The 46" Congress of the European Regional Science Association
held in Volos in 2006 offered the platform for Greek regional scientists to
present and discuss the most recent research findings on Regional Science
issues. These circumstances inspired the initial considerations of publishing a
collective volume on Regional Analysis and Policy in Greece.

We would like to thank the authors of the volume for their contributions and
the continuous cooperation for the preparation of the book. We also thank
the Department of Planning and Regional Development of the University
of Thessaly for providing the infrastructure, the human resources and the
administrative support for organizing this publication. Part of the work for
this book was conducted at the Hellenic Observatory of the London School
of Economics from September 2007 to February 2008 while Yannis Psycharis
was a National Bank of Greece Senior Research Fellow. We thank the Hellenic
Observatory of the London School of Economics for the hospitality and for
providing access to invaluable sources.

We particularly acknowledge the technical assistance of Panayotis Pantazis
who worked with us meticulously towards the final version of the book. We
greatly acknowledge the editorial assistance of Rachel Finnie that resulted in a
substantial improvement of the papers submitted. We also thank the Springer
editorial team for their professional support and excellent cooperation.

We believe that this volume provides many interesting insights from Greek
regional science research and could facilitate further discussion and debate
about regional science, regional development and regional policy issues.

Harry Coccossis
Yannis Psycharis
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