
A number of important changes occurred at Bergey’s Manual 
Trust during the preparation of this volume. In 2006, George 
Garrity retired from the Trust, and the Trust moved its offices 
from Michigan State University to the University of Georgia. We 
are deeply indebted to Professor Garrity, under whose supervi-
sion much of this volume was prepared. James T. Staley’s wise 
council guided this transition until he retired from the Trust in 
2008 after 32 years of service.

The officers of the Trust have also changed during this time. 
Barny Whitman became Treasurer and Director of the Editorial 
Office in 2006. Michael Goodfellow succeeded Professor Staley 
as Chair in 2008 and Peter Kämpfer succeeded Professor Good-
fellow as Vice-Chair in 2008. The Trust was also fortunate to 
acquire the services of Dr Aidan Parte as Managing Editor in 
2007.

Much as things have changed, prokaryotic systematics has 
remained a vibrant and exciting field of study, one of challenges 
and opportunities, great discoveries and gradual advances. To 
honor the leaders of our field, the Trust presented the Bergey 
Award in recognition of outstanding contributions to the tax-
onomy of prokaryotes to Jean Paul Euzéby (2005), David P. 
Labeda (2006), and Jürgen Wiegel (2008). In recognition of 
life-long contributions to the field of prokaryotic systematics, 
the Bergey Medal was presented to Richard W. Castenholz 
(2005), Kazau Komagata (2005), Klaus P. Schaal (2006), Fergus 
Priest (2008), and James T. Staley (2008).
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