Preface

Through the review of numerous terrorist events and scenarios, some in distant
places and times, this book presents the reader with a unique perspective of looking
at terrorist incidents that took place in many countries and were perpetrated by indi-
viduals who had just one thing in common — they were the minority in a majority
world. A grieved minority, whose claims and motivation are understood by some
and rejected by others yet, in the grand scheme of things, they managed to change
the way we should be thinking about and react to the phenomenon of terrorism.

The chapters of this volume represent a wide range of time lines and situations
that brought about the actions of the actors involved in the attacks. It is not our aim
or goal to judge their causes and motivations but it is our goal to enable the reader to
gain a much broader perspective on the understanding of terrorism, one that is not
rooted in or focused on one particular religion, geographic location, or time line. It
was Fredrick Hacker who divided the terrorist’s motivation into three, very broad,
categories: criminals, crusaders, or crazies. Although the definitions are very helpful
while dealing with terrorist involved in various hostage situations, on a daily level
they do not further our understanding or who and why we are dealing with. Hope-
fully, this volume will provide the reader with a more comprehensive understanding
of the Have Nots — the ones who have some sort of grievances against the Haves
and yet the only way that appears plausible to them to resolve these grievance is
through the path of violence that more frequently than not is covered with bodies of
innocent victims. Furthermore, at the end of the day, in the overwhelming majority
of the cases, the grievances remain still unresolved. We do not presume that through
the analysis of what happened we will be able to resolve the grievances but, if we
are able to prepare and react in a way that will minimize the intended damage then
the creation of this book will be well justified.

The idea of looking at the terrorist events and through their analysis arrive at a
generic template of response is rooted in our background, both distant and more
recent. We both looked at the ugly face of terrorism in an up closed and personal
manner, from Lebanon to Israel we saw the carnage, the victims, and the pain. We
both carry the scars of the images that will forever stay with us and define our way
of thinking about and understanding of terrorism.

This was the past that influenced our more recent present, when we taught the
New York Police Department’s (NYPD) officers at John Jay College in New York
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City in the counter-terrorism class and learned as much from their insights and per-
ceptions as much as they learned from us. In a way it was our way of giving back
and trying to cope with the images imprinted in our hearts and minds.

Egon Bittner, a renowned scholar in the field of policing, in his attempt to explain
the nature of police work stated that policing is needed when “Something — ought-
not- to — be- happening- about- which — something- ought- to — be- done - NOW!”

We wish you, the reader, an insightful journey throughout many places where
things happened — that ought not to be happening about which something ought to
be done right now! We hope that this intellectual journey will be translated into a
practical implementation where the root causes of the problems will be treated and
responded to with words and not with guns or explosives.

Maria (Maki) R. Haberfeld
New York, NY, USA Agostino von Hassell
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