
 

Preface 
 

The first three volumes of the World Court Digest cover the periods 1986 to 1990, 1991 to 

1995 and 1996 to 2000. We are happy to issue the fourth volume, covering the period from 

2001 to 2005. We hope that this new Digest will be welcome to all those interested in the case 

law of the International Court of Justice.  

 

We are, of course, aware that nowadays the decisions of the Court are easily accessible 

through electronic data systems. However, there is no systematic analysis available in the 

form presented by the World Court Digest. Therefore, the Digest will be useful for those who 

wish to find the most recent position of the Court on a particular issue of international law. As 

the three previous volumes, also this fourth volume will be made available through electronic 

data on the homepage of the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and 

International Law.   

 

The first five years of the new century have been a busy period for the Court due to its 

continuing heavy caseload. The cases concerned a variety of legal issues reaching from the use 

of force and self-defence to questions of land and maritime boundary delimitation, immunity, 

consular matters, revision of judgments and the effect of provisional measures. The parties to 

the cases were States from all parts of the world demonstrating the general acceptance of the 

Court. 

 

 The Digest has been prepared by a working group at the Max Planck Institute composed of  

Petra Minnerop, Karin Oellers-Frahm, Frank Schorkopf, Christian Walter and Annette 

Weerth. 

 

The present volume will be devoted to the remembrance of Carl-August Fleischhauer, former 

Judge at the International Court of Justice. 

 

Rüdiger Wolfrum                          Armin von Bogdandy 

Directors of the Institute 
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