
Preface 

The research project “CHIMBRIDS - Chimeras and Hybrids in Comparative 
European and International research – Scientific, Ethical, Philosophical and Legal 
Aspects”, coordinated by the Institute for German, European and International 
Medical Law, Public Health Law and Bioethics of the Universities of Heidelberg 
and Mannheim (IMGB), focuses on the scientific, ethical and legal implications of 
the creation of and research with human-animal mixed creatures.  

National, European and international concepts and strategies concerning the legal 
and ethical framework of this research are still largely missing, even though they 
are absolutely necessary in order to use the potential of chimera and hybrid 
research effectively and efficiently for the benefit of science and society. 
Accordingly, dynamic development of chimera and hybrid research creates 
insecurity on the part of decision-makers and society at large. This has been 
evidenced recently when the approval of the Human Embryology and Fertilisation 
Bill by the UK House of Commons was controversially debated. 

With research activities lasting from 01.10.2005 to 30.11.2007, CHIMBRIDS 
contributes to a solution for the existing problems, sheds light on the chances and 
risks of chimera and hybrid research and suggests legal solutions and prospective 
research practices in order to help decision-makers fulfill their tasks in an 
informed and efficient manner. 

 

We would like to express our gratitude to all participants of the project for their 
support of CHIMBRIDS and this publication: 

First of all, this applies to all authors of this volume for their scholarship and 
dedicated involvement on an interdisciplinary level. 

Furthermore, the research assistants and the staff of the IMGB provided invaluable 
support. Dr. Sara Kranz drafted and implemented the financial and organisational 
framework of the project, defining the structural and topical composition and 
progression of international workshops and conferences and aligning this 
development to the parameters required for the interim reports. This task, 
eventually leading to the publication at hand, was continued by Markus Fuderer. 
Prof. Dr. Marcus Oehlrich, Heike Malone, and Annette Wedler provided their 
insight and support with regard to the organisation of the various project 
milestones. Anne Laspeyres and Katharina Teske assisted the project coordination 
between the participants. The editing and typographical layout was carefully 
performed by Christoph Balmert, Beate Braunagel, Johanna Carl, Juliane 

Gerrit Krämer, Stephanie Lohr, Mayte Richter, and Andrea Sautter. The 
continuous support of the “Verein zur Förderung des deutschen, europäischen und 

Geldermann, Fabian Geyer, Kristina Helmer, Lisa Hochhaus, Sebastian Köbler, 
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internationalen Medizinrechts, Gesundheitsrechts und der Bioethik in Heidelberg 
und Mannheim e.V.” was also valuable during this project. 

Tom Finnegan from Durham University was responsible for proofreading and 
harmonising the language of the multinational contributions into one consistent 
style for this volume. 

Administrative assistance was also provided by the University of Mannheim, 
especially by Sabine Volz. 

Without the substantial financial contribution by the Research Directorate of the 
Commission of the European Communities in the course of the 6th Framework 
Programme of the European Union, a work of such scope and detail would not 
have been possible. 
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