
Preface

Anatolii Illarionovich Shirshov (1921–1981) was an outstanding Russian mathe-
matician whose works essentially influenced the theories of associative, Lie, Jordan
and alternative rings. Many Shirshov’s students and students of his students had
a successful research career in mathematics.

Anatolii Shirshov was born on the 8th of August of 1921 in the village Kolyvan
near Novosibirsk. Before the II World War he started to study mathematics at
Tomsk university but then went to the front to fight as a volunteer. In 1946 he
continued his study at Voroshilovgrad (now Lugansk) Pedagogical Institute and
at the same time taught mathematics at a secondary school. In 1950 Shirshov
was accepted as a graduate student at the Moscow State University under the
supervision of A.G. Kurosh. In 1953 he has successfully defended his Candidate of
Science thesis (analog of a Ph.D.) “Some problems in the theory of nonassociative
rings and algebras” and joined the Department of Higher Algebra at the Moscow
State University. In 1958 Shirshov was awarded the Doctor of Science degree for
the thesis “On some classes of rings that are nearly associative”.

In 1960 Shirshov moved to Novosibirsk (at the invitations of S.L. Sobolev
and A.I. Malcev) to become one of the founders of the new mathematical institute
of the Academy of Sciences (now Sobolev Institute of Mathematics) and to help
the formation of the new Novosibirsk State University. From 1960 to 1973 he was
a deputy director of the Institute and till his last days he led the research in the
theory of algebras at the Institute.

The present collection contains English translations (by M. Bremner and M.
Kochetov) of all the published scientific works of A.I. Shirshov with the excep-
tion of his book Rings that are nearly associative, Moscow: Nauka, 1978 (with
K.A. Zhevlakov, A.M. Slinko and I.P. Shestakov) (translated by H.F. Smith, New
York: Academic Press, 1982) and some articles whose content is included in later
more extensive publications. The works are ordered chronologically.

The volume also includes commentaries on the works of Shirshov written
(largely) by his students.

We are grateful to Bernd Wegner for his support and encouragement and to
Karin Neihart for her invaluable help.
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