
ix

Contents

1  Introduction................................................................................................	 1

2	 Domestic Photography and Technological Paths....................................	 5

2.1	 What Is Domestic Photography?........................................................	 5
2.1.1	 The Practice: Constructing Positive Images...........................	 6
2.1.2	 The Technology: Capturing and Creating an Image...............	 9
2.1.3	 The Business: Camera, Film, and Service..............................	 10

2.2	 Technological Paths in Domestic Photography..................................	 12
2.2.1	 The Cyclical Evolution of Technology...................................	 13
2.2.2	 Technological Paths................................................................	 16
2.2.3	 Three Technological Paths in Domestic Photography............	 19

References....................................................................................................	 21

3	 The Portrait Path (ca. 1830s–1890s).........................................................	 23

3.1	 The Invention of Photography in the 1830s........................................	 23
3.1.1	 Competing Technical Processes.............................................	 28
3.1.2	 Selling Portraits and Landscapes............................................	 30

3.2	 Cartes-de-visite: Mass-Market Portraits and Albums.........................	 35
3.3	 Conclusions.........................................................................................	 43
References....................................................................................................	 45

4	 The Kodak Path (ca. 1888–1990s)............................................................	 47

4.1	 Film Photography for a Mass Market.................................................	 48
4.1.1	 Planting the Seeds of the Kodak Culture................................	 53
4.1.2	 What Was Captured?..............................................................	 60

4.2	 Separation of Public and Private Photographs....................................	 63
4.3	 Side-Stepping from the Kodak Path....................................................	 66

4.3.1	 Polaroid and the Automation of Picture Developing  
and Printing.............................................................................	 68



x Contents

4.3.2	 Format Wars in Colour...........................................................	 73
4.3.3	 No Film Required: Electronic Still Video Photography.........	 78

4.4	 Conclusions.........................................................................................	 79
References....................................................................................................	 81

5	 The Digital Path (ca. 1990–)......................................................................	 83

5.1	 Digital Photography Infrastructures at Home.....................................	 84
5.2	 A Brief History of Digital Domestic Photography.............................	 86

5.2.1	 The Digital Consumer Camera...............................................	 89
5.2.2	 The Home Lab: Scanning, Printing, and Organising..............	 90
5.2.3	 Photographs on the World Wide Web.....................................	 91
5.2.4	 The New Class of Camera: The Camera Phone.....................	 93
5.2.5	 Social Networking Services....................................................	 93
5.2.6	 The Latest Component: A Digital Frame...............................	 94

5.3	 The Characteristics of Digital Photography Technology....................	 95
5.3.1	 Reproduction: Costless, Errorless, and Endless.....................	 95
5.3.2	 Transferability: Bridging Time and Space..............................	 96
5.3.3	 Storage: No Physical Space Required....................................	 96
5.3.4	 Editing: Cropping, Filtering, and Automatically  

Enhancing...............................................................................	 97
5.3.5	 Convergence: It Is All Ones and Zeroes.................................	 98

5.4	 Conclusions.........................................................................................	 98
References....................................................................................................	 100

6	 Digital Photo Adoption..............................................................................	 103

6.1	 The Home Photo Lab..........................................................................	 104
6.2	 The Home Archive..............................................................................	 108
6.3	 Camera Phone Use..............................................................................	 111
6.4	 Online Photo Sharing..........................................................................	 116
6.5	 Offline Photo Sharing.........................................................................	 121
6.6	 Current Photo Ecologies.....................................................................	 130
6.7	 Discussion...........................................................................................	 132
References....................................................................................................	 134

7	 The Future of Domestic Photography......................................................	 139

7.1	 What Has Changed?............................................................................	 140
7.1.1	 More Pictures and More Cameras..........................................	 141
7.1.2	 Editing.....................................................................................	 142
7.1.3	 Sharing Photographs...............................................................	 143
7.1.4	 Archival and Storage...............................................................	 145
7.1.5	 Changes in the Family............................................................	 146
7.1.6	 The Social Functions of Domestic Photography....................	 146
7.1.7	 Unorganised Images...............................................................	 150



xiContents

7.1.8	 The Snapshot Camera and New Domestic Cameras..............	 151
7.1.9	 Public and Private Images.......................................................	 153

7.2	 Shaping the Future Digital Path..........................................................	 155
7.2.1	 Selling Advertisements: Social Networking and Search........	 156
7.2.2	 The Home ICT Infrastructure.................................................	 158
7.2.3	 Selling Capture: Cameras Vs. Camera Phones.......................	 161
7.2.4	 Regulating Photography: Data Protection and IPRs...............	 163
7.2.5	 Public Concerns About Privacy and Trust..............................	 165
7.2.6	 Standardisation: Making It All Work Together......................	 167
7.2.7	 New Photographers.................................................................	 169

7.3	 Looking Forward................................................................................	 171
7.3.1	 Complexity and Expressiveness.............................................	 171
7.3.2	 Increased Dependence on Infrastructure................................	 172
7.3.3	 Room for Innovation: Infrastructural Simplicity  

and Endurance........................................................................	 173
References....................................................................................................	 175

8	 Future Research.........................................................................................	 179

8.1	 Lessons for Human–Computer Interaction.........................................	 180
8.2	 Lessons for Visual Media Studies.......................................................	 182
8.3	 Lessons for Science and Technology Studies.....................................	 183
8.4	 Conclusions.........................................................................................	 183
References....................................................................................................	 185

List of Figures...................................................................................................	 187

Bibliography.....................................................................................................	 189

Index..................................................................................................................	 199



http://www.springer.com/978-0-85729-246-9


	Contents

