Preface

A little over a decade ago, I had the privilege of helping to establish the first
full-time ophthalmic oncology service based at a Comprehensive Cancer Center
in the United States. Our Ophthalmic Oncology Service at The University of
Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center has grown to include 4 subspecialty areas
of ophthalmology: orbital oncology/oculoplastic surgery, ocular oncology, ocular
surface diseases, and neuro-ophthalmology. Ophthalmic Oncology grew from fac-
ulty’s unique experiences and observations in their ophthalmology subspecialty
areas at M.D. Anderson. The book highlights the unique aspects of ophthalmic
oncology as a surgical and medical discipline practiced at a Comprehensive Cancer
Center. The multidisciplinary management of ocular, orbital, and ocular adnexal
(eyelid, conjunctival, and periocular soft tissues) cancers is emphasized, as well
as the current recommendations and practices at our institution. In addition, ocu-
lar conditions caused as a direct result of cancer treatment are reviewed using
illustrative photographs and case presentations. The authors include ophthalmology
faculty members, current and former M.D. Anderson fellows, and experts in com-
plementary disciplines such as radiation oncology, dermatopathology, ophthalmic
pathology, radiology, plastic surgery, and other surgical subspecialties.

With an abundance of clinical photographs, clinicians will be able to correctly
diagnose cancers of the orbit, eye, and ocular adnexal structures.

I appreciate the contributions of each of the authors who took time out of their
busy schedules to meet the deadlines for this project. I particularly thank my three
ophthalmology colleagues at M.D. Anderson, Dr. Dan Gombos, Dr. Stella Kim, and
Dr. Jade Schiffman, who not only have helped put together some of the sections in
this book as section editors and authors but also because of their unique contribu-
tions to the growth of our program in Ophthalmic Oncology at M.D. Anderson. My
special gratitude goes to Stephanie Deming and Sue Moreau from the Department
of Scientific Publications at M.D. Anderson for their tireless long hours of editing
for this book. I also would like to thank Dr. Raphael Pollock for the opportunity to
organize and lead this effort and the privilege to edit this book in the M.D. Anderson
Solid Tumor Oncology Series. Finally, I am grateful for the support provided by the
dedicated staff at Springer—Stacy Lazar, Maureen Tobin, and Laura Walsh.
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