
Series Preface

The efficacy of sound to penetrate the seas made acoustic systems in the past cen-
tury the leading tools for sensing objects in and measuring properties of the seas.
For over 60 years, the US Office of Naval Research (ONR) has been a major
sponsor of undersea research and development at universities, national laboratories,
and industrial organizations. Appropriately ONR is the sponsor of this monograph
series.

The intent of the series is to summarize recent accomplishments in, and to outline
perspectives for, underwater acoustics in specific fields of research. The general field
has escalated in importance and spread broadly with richness and depth of under-
standing. It has also, quite naturally, become more specialized. The goal of this
series is to present monographs that critically review both past and recent accom-
plishments in order to address the shortcomings in present understanding. In this
way, these works will bridge the gaps in understanding among the specialists and
favorably color the direction of new research and development. Each monograph
is intended to be a stand-alone advanced contribution to the field. We trust that the
reader will also find that each is a critical introduction to related specialized topics
of interest as well.

ONR has sponsored the series through grants to the authors. Authors are selected
by ONR based on the quality and relevance of each proposal and the author’s expe-
rience in the field. The Editorial Board, selected by ONR, has, at times, provided
independent views to ONR in this process. Its sole official role, however, is to judge
the manuscripts before publication and to assist each author at his request through
the process with suggestions and broad encouragement.
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