Preface to the English
edition

This book is a translation from the French Arithmétique originally pub-
lished by Calvage & Mounet. Apart from minor corrections and a couple
of examples added in Chap. 3, I have left the book unchanged. I wish to
thank all the people from Springer for showing interest and making this
new version possible. The book is already dedicated to my parents but
I cannot avoid thinking my father would have been very happy to see me
publish this book in English. Finally my heartiest thanks go to Sarah Carr,
who showed both enthusiasm and expertise in translating the text, she even
made me forgive her american spelling.
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