Preface

In the course of electrodiagnostic examinations over what is, taken together, more
than 30 years of practice, we have noticed changes in what were ostensibly
immutable parameters. An individual’s nerve conduction velocities or occasionally
absolute or interpeak latencies in somatosensory-evoked potentials seemed at times
to vary with position. Over the past 10 years, we have tried to study these incon-
stancies and to link these changes with their probable cause. In this book we present
three of them very much the way we encountered them: in the course of clinical
work, as extensions of the physical examination.

Our coming across these phenomena is, in a small way, parallel to what has hap-
pened in electromyography, and what may happen in science in general. Periods
of confusion and disorder were followed by consolidation, standardization, and the
drive to achieve a consensus in conceptual approach as well as methods and results.
An unorganized, chaotic era of independent inquiry leads, inexorably, toward a uni-
fied theory, much as a cooling planet is thrown off to circle a molten sun. Then the
subject, in our case electrodiagnosis, like a new planet, gets solid, as it were, and
soon able to support practical activity, much as a stable world enables animated pro-
cesses such as life itself. And following this, in the science as well as a new world,
a second era of disorganized, exploratory activity begins.

In this book, we have taken advantage of the broadly accepted and largely stable
metrics and parameters of electrodiagnosis in order to present a reasonably novel
measure of a type of neuropathology. We have used a method based on unchang-
ing techniques to record and interpret exactly the opposite: to document changes.
We hope that if these observations are borne out by future work, then the meth-
ods described here will eventually join the expanding body of reliable tools of the
clinical electromyographer.
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