Preface

The Association of Geographic Information Laboratories for Europe
(AGILE) was established in early 1998 to promote academic teaching and
research on GIS at the European level. Since then, the annual AGILE con-
ference has gradually become the leading GIScience conference in Europe
and provides a multidisciplinary forum for scientific knowledge produc-
tion and dissemination. In that, it can be regarded a full successor of the
preceding EGIS (European Conference on Geographical Information Sys-
tems) and JECC (Joint European Conferences and Collaboration) confer-
ences, which dominated the European Gl-conference scene during the ni-
neties.

For the fifth consecutive year the AGILE conference promoted the edi-
tion of a book with the collection of scientific papers that were submitted
as full-papers. Those papers went through a competitive review process.
The 14" AGILE conference call for full-papers of original and unpub-
lished fundamental scientific research resulted in 70 submissions, of which
26 were accepted for publication in this volume after a thorough selection
and review process (acceptance rate of 37%).

The papers submitted to our Program Committee all can be considered
to contribute to the ‘Advancing Geoinformation Science for a Changing
World’, which is the overall title of this 14™ AGILE conference. Therein
we acknowledge that the pace of developments is increasing all the time
and that our field of mutual interest — GIScience — can be considered a
valuable player to cope in a proper way with these fast changing circum-
stances. We think that the papers included in this volume nicely reflect the
contribution of GIScience to our ever-changing world.

The scientific papers published in this volume cover a wide diversity of
GIScience related themes, including: spatial-temporal modeling and analy-
sis; road network and mobility research; GeoSensor development and ap-
plication; socio-spatial modeling and analysis; spatial data processing and
structuring; and GI-information generation and dissemination.

Organizing the program of an international conference and editing a vo-
lume of scientific papers requires time, effort, and support. We would like
to thank the authors for their high-quality contributions, which are invalu-
able for an edited volume. Moreover, we would like to thank the reviewers
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for their difficult task to pick out those contributions that are really worth-
while for inclusion in such a book. Although this task always has a subjec-
tive part, by fulfilling the review process double-blind and demanding at
least 3 reviews per submission we hope and expect to have overcome this
subjectivity in sufficient manner. In addition we would like to thank the
AGILE Council and Committees for their support.

We would also like to thank our sponsors (ESRI, the faculty of Geo-
sciences, Utrecht University and the Royal Dutch Association of Geogra-
phers, KNAGQG) for their kind contribution to this conference. And last but
for sure not least we would like to thank Springer Publishers for their will-
ingness — already for the fifth time — to publish these contributions in their
academic series Springer Lecture Notes in Geoinformation and Cartogra-

phy.
Stan Geertman, Wolfgang Reinhardt, Fred Toppen (editors)
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