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Management of Volkswagen AG, responsible for “Finance and Controlling”. He

enabled and encouraged me to take my sabbatical to realize my dissertation. Over

more than 2 years as his personal assistant, I have learned much from him about

how to design strategies for different regions and how to manage them appro-

priately. With respect to his tremendous analytical capabilities, as well as his highly

motivating and inspiring management style, he will always be a very important role

model for my future professional career.

In the midst of realizing this work, I was given support and encouragement by

many individuals to whom I want to express my special thanks:

l My friend and colleague Ingo Schedel for his support of my work. He has always

been a very valuable advisor on content and style, in an exemplary and dedicated

manner, even during some very difficult moments of my dissertation. Many

thanks, Ingo!

vii



l Prof. Dr. Michael Behnam for his conceptual advice and helpful comments on

the content of this work. Many thanks for all that I have learned from you, Prof.

Behnam, about the theoretical underpinnings of the fascinating field of Interna-

tional Business.
l Professors Alan M. Rugman and Alain Verbeke, as well as Dr. André
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