
ix

Contents

Introduction......................................................................................................	 xv

1	 A Portrait of John Locke as a Christian Virtuoso..................................	 1
Introduction..................................................................................................	 1
The Character of a Christian Virtuoso.........................................................	 3
The Origin of the Character and Its Idea.....................................................	 4
Locke: The Making of a Christian Virtuoso................................................	 9
Christian Virtuosity in Locke’s Essay..........................................................	 15

2	 Locke’s Theology, 1694–1704....................................................................	 21
Introduction..................................................................................................	 21
Theological Stock-Taking: ‘Adversaria Theologica’...................................	 22
The Reasonableness of Christianity.............................................................	 31
Interpreting St Paul......................................................................................	 39
Late Theological Reflections.......................................................................	 43
Summary and Conclusion............................................................................	 46
Appendix A..................................................................................................	 49
Appendix B..................................................................................................	 51

3	 Locke’s Proof of the Divine Authority of Scripture................................	 53
Introduction: The Problem...........................................................................	 53
The Origin of Locke’s Proof of the Divine Authority of Scripture.............	 58
Locke’s Employment of the Proof...............................................................	 65
Conclusion...................................................................................................	 73

4	 Locke’s Christology as a Key to Understanding His Philosophy...........	 75
Introduction..................................................................................................	 75
Locke’s Christology.....................................................................................	 78
Natural Theology, Christology, and the Essay.............................................	 88
Christology in Two Treatises and Epistola De Tolerantia............................	 91
Conclusion...................................................................................................	 97
Appendix......................................................................................................	 100



x Contents

5	 Locke on St Paul, Messianic Secrecy,  
and the Consummation of Faith...............................................................	 103
Introduction: Christian Virtuosity and the Locke’s Thought.......................	 103
Locke’s Preface to St Paul...........................................................................	 107
The Problem of Messianic Secrecy..............................................................	 113
St Paul and Consummate Faith....................................................................	 118
Conclusion...................................................................................................	 124

6	 Locke’s ‘Dubia circa Philosophiam Orientalem’  
and the Reception of Kabbala Denudata in England  
During the Seventeenth Century..............................................................	 127
Introduction..................................................................................................	 127
Occasion and Context..................................................................................	 127
The Adumbratio and Its Commentator........................................................	 133
Reception.....................................................................................................	 142
Text (MS Locke c. 27, fols. 75–7)...............................................................	 147

[75r] Dubia circa Philosophiam Orientalem............................................	 147
Translation...................................................................................................	 153

[75r] Doubts about Oriental Philosophy..................................................	 153
Appendix......................................................................................................	 161

Lexicon of the Syncatabasis 7 88............................................................	 161
Caballa 88................................................................................................	 161

7	 Reflections on Locke’s Platonism.............................................................	 163
Introduction..................................................................................................	 163
Objections to ‘Locke’s Platonism’...............................................................	 164
Locke’s Encounters with Platonism.............................................................	 171
Conclusion...................................................................................................	 177

8	 Aspects of Stoicism in Locke’s Philosophy..............................................	 181
Introduction..................................................................................................	 181
Reason..........................................................................................................	 184

God and Nature.......................................................................................	 184
Reason and the Origin and Growth of Knowledge.................................	 187
The Foundations of Morality and the Law of Nature..............................	 189

Reason Enlarged..........................................................................................	 199
Reason Enlarged or Diminished?.................................................................	 204

9	 Locke Against the Epicureans..................................................................	 207
Introduction..................................................................................................	 207
Locke’s Proof of the Existence of God........................................................	 208

The Foundations of Epicurean Physics...................................................	 208
Preliminary Considerations.....................................................................	 212



xiContents

The Bare Argument.................................................................................	 213
Presentation of the Argument..................................................................	 214

Locke’s Divine Physics................................................................................	 226
Conclusion...................................................................................................	 230

10	 Locke’s Religious Thinking and His Politics...........................................	 235
Introduction..................................................................................................	 235
Personal Identity and Free Agency..............................................................	 236
Political and Religious Motivations for Toleration......................................	 237
A Natural and a Supernatural Adam............................................................	 242
Summary and Conclusion............................................................................	 245

11	 Catharine Cockburn’s Enlightenment.....................................................	 247
Introduction..................................................................................................	 247
A Moralist’s Religion...................................................................................	 250
Defender of Locke.......................................................................................	 253
Cockburn’s Enlightenment Philosophy........................................................	 260
Conclusion...................................................................................................	 263

Index..................................................................................................................	 267



http://www.springer.com/978-94-007-0273-8


	Contents

