
Preface

This is a collection of invited articles by some active researchers in the interface of
the theory of finite groups and their representations, incidence geometries and the
theory of buildings. The collection includes eight articles by some of the invited
speakers at the Satellite Conference on “Buildings, Finite Geometries and Groups”
held at the Indian Statistical Institute, Bangalore Centre, during August 29–31,
2010. The request to the authors of the chapters of this volume was to discuss
the latest developments in the topics mentioned above, with emphasis on the basic
questions of current interest. This was also the objective of the conference.

I would like to thank all the authors for kindly writing the articles and many
colleagues who carefully refereed the chapters in time. I also wish to thank the
speakers and the participants at the Satellite Conference.

This conference was one of several such conferences organized at various
universities and research institutions in India as a part of the International Congress
of Mathematicians held at Hyderabad, India, during August 19–27, 2010. The
organizing committee for this Satellite Conference consisted of:

• N.S. Narasimha Sastry (Chairman) – Indian Statistical Institute, Bangalore, India
• Bhaskar Bagchi – Indian Statistical Institute, Bangalore, India
• Navin Singhi – Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai, India
• Peter Sin – University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, USA
• Ravindra Shukla – University of Allahabad, Allahabad, India

The conference was supported by the Department of Science and Technology
(DST), India, Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) and the International Mathematical
Union (IMU). I thank these organizations for their very generous support. I would
also like to thank Springer for kindly publishing this volume. I also thank Dr. Hans
J. Koelsch at Springer for his encouragement and helpful suggestions and Nathan
Brothers, Elizabeth Loew, Jacob Gallay, Rajiv Monsurate and Harini at Springer for
their friendly and efficient cooperation which is instrumental in bringing out this
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volume in time. Finally, I record my indebtedness to Ms. Asha Lata of the Statistics
and Mathematics Unit, Indian Statistical Institute, Bangalore Centre, for her help
through all stages of the preparation of this volume.

Bangalore, India N.S. Narasimha Sastry
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