
ix

    Contents

 1 God and the Important Anatomical Vestigial Structure ....................... 1
Empathy and Gratitude ............................................................................... 2
Empathy Has an Up/Down Personality ...................................................... 3

The Negative Effect of Empathy: The Downside ................................... 4
Now, to God ............................................................................................ 6

God and the Worship of God ...................................................................... 6
Empathy and Change .................................................................................. 9

The Power of Personality ....................................................................... 9
Reversing Evolution: A Way to Understand 
the Psychoevolutionary Discovery of God.................................................. 10

Religion and Neuroanatomy ................................................................... 12
The Spandrel ........................................................................................... 12

 2 God and Ontological Anxiety ................................................................... 17
Death ........................................................................................................... 18

The Box .................................................................................................. 18
How Did We Get From the Anatomical Tail 
to the Thinking Brain? ................................................................................ 19

Correlation and Causation ...................................................................... 21
Cognitive Tools ....................................................................................... 22

Ontological Anxiety and Atheists ............................................................... 23
The Epigenetic Human ............................................................................... 24

The So-Called Evil Gene and the So-Called God Gene ......................... 26
Which Are the More Powerful, Psychological 
Mechanisms, or God? ................................................................................. 28

 3 The Personality of a God That Can Be Possibly Known ....................... 31
Gods ............................................................................................................ 31

The Intervening God ............................................................................... 33
The Impartial God (Non-intervening) .................................................... 36
The Irrelevant God .................................................................................. 37
The Inexistent God ................................................................................. 38



x Contents

The Rescue of God ...................................................................................... 40
Din Torah (Trial of God) ............................................................................. 42

Implications of the Trial of the Intervening God .................................... 43
Implications of the Trial of the Impartial God (Non-intervening) ......... 44
Implications of the Trial of the Irrelevant God ....................................... 44
Implications of the Trial of the Inexistent God ...................................... 45

The Proclamation of Din Torah .................................................................. 46
Coda ............................................................................................................ 47

 4 God, Group, and Blame Psychology ....................................................... 49
The Cohesive Group ................................................................................... 51

Derailment of Man’s Encounter with God ............................................. 52
The Relinquishment of One’s Ego to the Group .................................... 54

Punitive Structures of Groups ..................................................................... 55
Types of Punitive Group Structures ............................................................ 56

The Extrapunitive Group Structure ........................................................ 57
The Intropunitive Group Structure ......................................................... 57
The Impunitive Group Structure ............................................................. 58

Cohesion and the Psychology of Affiliation ............................................... 59
Galvanizing of Group Emotions ................................................................. 59
The Psychological Mechanism of “Splitting” Makes It All Work .............. 61
The Effect of Leadership on the Behavior of Individuals ........................... 63
The Group Mind ......................................................................................... 64

 5 God and Human Personality .................................................................... 67
The God Illusion in Psychoanalysis ............................................................ 67
God and the Self .......................................................................................... 70
Can a Presumed Extant God be Refuted? ................................................... 71
God as Transitional Object ......................................................................... 72
The Zeal Toward God and the Context of the Supernatural ....................... 74

 6 God and Belief ........................................................................................... 77
The More Subtle Definitions of God .......................................................... 77
God: Outside of the “Box” .......................................................................... 79
Philosophical Arbitration: Atheists and Theists ......................................... 81
The Religions of God .................................................................................. 83
Anatomical Tail to Thinking Brain ............................................................. 84

 7 The Inconclusion ....................................................................................... 85
The Most Powerful Theory ......................................................................... 86

Bibliography ...................................................................................................... 89

Index ................................................................................................................... 95    



http://www.springer.com/978-1-4614-4363-6


