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   Preface   

 The spleen has always been mysterious in the history of medicine. It has had several characters 
ascribed to it as a seat of emotions, or even as a site of pumping blood. However, in modern 
medicine, the spleen, while well understood, still leads to diagnostic challenges. This is likely 
due to its relative rarity as a diagnostic specimen, and the unusual combinations of pathology 
that can occur. However, when considered in its component parts, splenic pathology can be 
relatively straightforward and understood as an interesting mix of physiologic, anatomic, and 
pathologic components. It is my hope that the images in this atlas, along with their descrip-
tions, will help bring some understanding and appreciation to this “organ of mystery.”   
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