
ix

Part I Media Depictions of Crime

 1 Introduction: Crime and the Media .....................................................  3
1.1 The Politics of Science: The Politics of Violence ............................ 5
1.2 The Causes of Youth Violence ......................................................... 6
1.3 The Misperception of Crime Rates .................................................. 8
1.4 What Is Adolescence? ...................................................................... 11
1.5 The Chapters Ahead ......................................................................... 13
References ................................................................................................. 14

 2 A History of Violence in the Media .......................................................  17
2.1 Violence in Premodern Media: The Greeks and Romans ................ 18
2.2 Medieval Literature and the Printing Press ...................................... 19
2.3 The Advent of Motion Pictures ........................................................ 22
2.4 The Rise of Television ...................................................................... 24
2.5 The Age of Video Games ................................................................. 26
2.6 Conclusion........................................................................................ 28
References ................................................................................................. 28

 3 Media Portrayals of Crime and Youth .................................................  31
3.1 Violence in Real Life ....................................................................... 32
3.2 Violent Crime in the Media .............................................................. 35
3.3 How Much Violence Is There in Fictional Media? .......................... 35
3.4 Types of Media Infl uence ................................................................. 37
3.5 The Cultivation Hypothesis.............................................................. 39
3.6 The Presentation of Minorities in Crime Media .............................. 43
3.7 Adolescents in the Media ................................................................. 45
3.8 Concluding Statements..................................................................... 47
References ................................................................................................. 47

 Contents



x

 4 Adolescents in the News Media .............................................................  51
4.1 How Does the News Media Portray Crime? .................................... 53

4.1.1 Missing White Girl Syndrome ............................................. 54
4.2 How Accurately Does the News Media Report on Crime?.............. 56
4.3 The Follow-Through Failure Effect ................................................. 58
4.4 Trial by Media .................................................................................. 60
4.5 What Effects Do the News Media Have on Viewers? ..................... 61
4.6 Race and the News Media ................................................................ 63
4.7 Portrayals of Adolescents in News Media ....................................... 63
4.8 Concluding Statements..................................................................... 65
References ..................................................................................................................  65

 5 The CSI Effect ........................................................................................  69
5.1 The Infl uence of Crime Shows on Career Choice ............................ 70
5.2 The Infl uence of Crime Shows on Juror Expectations ..................... 72
5.3 The Infl uence of Crime Shows on the Creation of Juvenile 

Superpredators.................................................................................. 76
References ................................................................................................. 78

Part II Research on Media as a Cause of Crime

 6 Television Violence .................................................................................  83
6.1 A History of Television and Violence .............................................. 84
6.2 Empirical Research on Television Violence ..................................... 86
6.3 Critical Mass in the 1970s? .............................................................. 89
6.4 Uncertainty Develops in the 1980s .................................................. 91
6.5 The Turn of the Millennium Meta-Wars .......................................... 92
6.6 Television Violence, Smoking, and Lung Cancer ............................ 96
6.7 Famous Television Violence Cases in the Courts ............................ 98
6.8 Conclusions ...................................................................................... 99
References ................................................................................................. 99

 7 Video Games ...........................................................................................  105
7.1 Measuring Aggression in Video Game Research ............................. 106
7.2 Measuring Video Game Violence .................................................... 108
7.3 The ESRB......................................................................................... 109
7.4 Comparing Violent and Nonviolent Games ..................................... 110
7.5 Studies of Violent Video Game Effects ............................................ 111
7.6 Do Violent Video Games Have Positive Effects? ............................ 115
7.7 Meta-analyses of Violent Video Game Effects ................................ 117
7.8 Why Do the Kids Play: Engagement and Addiction ........................ 119
7.9 Important Legal Cases Involving Video Games .............................. 120
7.10 Concluding Statements..................................................................... 122
References ................................................................................................. 122

Contents



xi

 8 Other Media ............................................................................................  127
8.1 Movies .............................................................................................. 127
8.2 Cartoons ........................................................................................... 130
8.3 Comic Books .................................................................................... 132
8.4 Music ................................................................................................ 134
8.5 Religious Writings ............................................................................ 136
8.6 Conclusions ...................................................................................... 137
References ................................................................................................. 138

 9 Pornography ...........................................................................................  141
9.1 A Brief History of Pornography in the Late 

Twentieth Century ............................................................................ 145
9.2 Research on the Effects of Pornography 

on Violence Crimes .......................................................................... 148
9.3 Porn Consumption and Sexual Assault Victimization ..................... 152
9.4 To What Extent Do Adolescents Consume Pornography? ............... 155
9.5 Conclusions ...................................................................................... 155
References ................................................................................................. 156

10 Public Policy, Censorship, and First Amendment Issues....................  159
10.1 Media Regulation in the USA ........................................................ 160

10.1.1 The Parents Music Resource Center ................................ 162
10.2 Violent Video Game Legislation .................................................... 162
10.3 The Regulation of Sexual Content ................................................. 166
10.4 Regulation of Media in Other Liberal Democracies ...................... 167
10.5 What Free Speech Rights to Adolescents Have? ........................... 168
10.6 Concluding Statements .................................................................. 169
References ................................................................................................. 170

Index ................................................................................................................  171 

Contents



http://www.springer.com/978-1-4614-6740-3


	Contents

