
Preface

This book is based upon lectures held from 29 June to 3 July 2009 at the
INFN-Laboratori Nazionali di Frascati School on Attractor Mechanism, directed
by Stefano Bellucci, with the participation of prestigious lecturers, including
M. Cvetic, G. DallAgata, S. Ferrara, J.F. Morales, G. Moore, A. Sen, J. Simon,
and M. Trigiante, as well as invited scientists of the caliber of M. Bianchi, C. Nappi,
A. Sagnotti, and E. Witten. All lectures were given at a pedagogical, introductory
level, a feature which reflects itself in the specific “flavor” of this volume, which
also benefited much from extensive discussions and related reworking of the various
contributions.

This is the fifth volume in a series of books on the general topics of
supersymmetry, supergravity, black holes, and the attractor mechanism. Indeed,
based on previous meetings, four volumes were already published:
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I wish to thank all lecturers, invited scientists, and participants at the School
for contributing to the success of the School, which prompted the realization of
this volume. I wish to thank especially Mario Calvetti for giving vital support
to the School and for personal trust and enduring encouragement. Lastly, but
most importantly, my gratitude goes to my wife Gloria and our beloved daughters
Costanza, Eleonora, Annalisa, Erica, and Maristella for love and inspiration, in want
of which I would have never had the strength to complete this book.

Frascati, Italy Stefano Bellucci
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