
 

 ix 

Preface to Volume 2 
This two-volume set includes more than 100 original problems (and their solutions) in 
(traditional) linguistics and computational linguistics. Many of the problems were used in the 
first five installments of NACLO1 (North American Computational Linguistics Olympiad). 
NACLO, inaugurated in 2007, is an annual competition for high school students interested in 
human languages as well as the ways in which humans and computers deal with them using 
logic. NACLO is modeled after the IOL2 (International Linguistics Olympiad) but, unlike IOL, 
includes a large percentage of problems in formal and computational linguistics. NACLO is a 
part of ELCLO (the consortium of English-language computational linguistics olympiads, which 
includes Australia, Ireland, and Great Britain in addition to NACLO’s members, USA and Can-
ada). 
 
This collection has been edited and augmented in order to make it appealing to a variety of 
audiences, from middle and high school students interested in languages, to teachers of lan-
guages, linguistics, and computer science, and to anyone fascinated by the phenomena of hu-
man language. All problems include detailed solutions that indicate how one can reach the an-
swer even without any knowledge about the specific language or phenomenon on which the 
problems are based. The authors of the problems are linguistics and computer science profes-
sors and students and include several past contestants in the IOL, NACLO, and similar com-
petitions. 
 
In addition to the authors of the problems, I would like to thanks specifically the folks below 
for all their hard work over the years to make NACLO happen: Emily Bender, Mary Jo 
Bensasi, Marcus Berger, John Berman, Reed Blaylock, Eric Breck, Justin Brown, Rich Caneba, 
Hyunzoo Chai, Angie Chang, Ivan Derzhanski, Jason Eisner, Adam Emerson, Dominique Esti-
val, Barbara di Eugenio, Jefferson Ezra, Eugene Fink, Anatole Gershman, Blumie Gourarie, 
Mercedes Harvey, Amy Hemmeter, Adam Hesterberg, Dick Hudson, Boris Iomdin, Alexander 
Iriza, Rebecca Jacobs, Ridley Jones, Wesley Jones, Tanya Korelsky, Nate LaFave, Andrew La-
mont, Terry Langendoen, Rachael Leduc, Lillian Lee, Will Lewis, Pat Littell, Wanchen Lu, Ra-
chel McEnroe, Ruslan Mitkov, Graham Morehead, David Mortensen, JP Obley, Martha Palmer, 
Tom Payne, Carrie Pichan, Ben Piche, Victor Pudeyev, James Pustejovsky, Vahed Qazvinian, 
Laura Radev, Adrienne Reed, Rahel Ringger, Meredith Rogan, David Ross, Andrea Sexton, 
Catherine Sheard, Ben Sklaroff, Catherine Arnott Smith, Noah Smith, Sam Smolkin, Harold 
Somers, Richard Sproat, Kurnikova Stacy, Laine Stranahan, Rebecca Sundae, Jennifer Sussex, 
Roula Svorou, Aditya Tayade, Sally Thomason, Amy Troyani, Susanne Vejdemo, Zilin Wang, 
and Julia Workman. 
 
Dragomir Radev, NACLO Program Chair and US team head coach 
 
September 30, 2012 
 
Ann Arbor and New York

1 http://www.naclo.cs.cmu.edu 
2 http://www.ioling.org 
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