Contents

Decisions to Have Children in Late 20th and Early

21st Century Australia . . ....... .. ... ... .. .. 1
Introduction . ..... ... ... .. 1
Explicit and Implicit Decision-Making ........................... 2
Context: Delayed Childbearing. . ........... ... .. .. ... ... ..... 3
The Qualitative Data . . ........ ... e 5
Contemplating Families ........... ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. ... 7

Early Thought About Having Children .. ..................... 7
Discussion of Children During Courtship .. ................... 9
Determining Family Size. ... ......... ... . .. ... .. .. . . ... 12
How Meaningful are Early ‘Expected’ Family Sizes? ........... 12

The Process . ... ... 13

The First Child .. ... . e 18
The ‘Obligatory’ Second Child . .. ....... ... .. ... .. .. ... .... 24
The Discretionary Third Child ............ .. .. ... .. .. ... .... 26
Fourth Children: Negative Reactions, Practical Issues . ... ............ 32
DISCUSSION . . ..ot 34
References. . . ... ... 39


http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec10
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec11
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec12
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec13
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec14
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6079-0_1#Sec15

2 Springer
http://www.springer.com/978-94-007-6078-3

Decisions to Have Children in Late 20th and Early 21st
Century Australia

& Qualitative Analysis

Carmichael, G.A.

2013, v, 41 p. 1 illus., Softcover

ISEN: 278-94-007-6078-3



	Contents



