Preface

The period between 71 and 25 ka (Marine Isotope Stages [MIS] 4 and 3) was a critical
one in the evolution of our species. This time span witnessed the spread of anatomically
modern humans across the Old World, the disappearance of the Neanderthals, the
transition from Middle Stone Age (MSA)/Middle Paleolithic (MP) tool traditions to
Later Stone Age (LSA)/Upper Paleolithic (UP) technologies, an explosion of evidence
for material culture with symbolic significance, and significant global population
growth. Climatically speaking, the phase preserves the transition from a glacial period to
an interstadial, with records indicating the onset of remarkably high variability in cli-
mate during MIS 3. The recent publication of genetic data which indicate that not only
were Neanderthals and early modern humans capable of interbreeding, but that
Neanderthals did make a genetic contribution to our species, has made it clear that
gaining a deeper insight into potential behavioral differences between these popula-
tions—particularly in terms of their adaptive strategies/capabilities—will be of key
importance in understanding not only the rapid spread and success of early modern
humans, but also the ultimate demise of the Neanderthals. The zooarchaeological record
provides unique insight into these issues, serving as a valuable source of information on
human responses to changes in both climate and demography, and on the ways which
variation in technology may have impacted hunting and processing strategies. This
volume, which is based on a session that was held at the 11th International Conference
of the International Council of Archacozoology (ICAZ) in Paris in August 2010, brings
together a diverse group of scholars who have worked with faunal assemblages dating to
MIS 4 and/or 3 from Eurasia and Africa, in order to more fully explore the range and
nature of variability in human hunting behavior during this period, and to explore the
ways that the zooarchaeological record can contribute to our broader understanding of
modern human origins.
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