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  Pref ace     

 This book is written by professionals from 11 countries of America, Europe, Asia, 
and Africa. All the time and expertise donated by the authors to this project are 
gratefully acknowledged. Nine chapters of the book are devoted to evaluation of 
achievements and drawbacks in our understanding of the profound versatility of dif-
ferent groups of plant-associated bacteria and their ability to radically alter the mode 
of their interactions with plants or to infect animal organisms, including humans. 
Hopefully, the interested reader will fi nd these up-to-date reviews helpful and 
thought-provoking. 

 My heartfelt gratitude is to Eric Stannard, Editor, Botany, Springer Science + Business 
Media, New York, for the very idea of book publishing with Springer and for his 
continuous advice and support during the 1.5-year span of this book preparation. 
Special thanks are to Portia Levasseur, Developmental Editor, for timely harmoni-
zation of our writing and editing efforts. Professional support from Andy Kwan, 
Assistant Editor, and other members of the Springer’s team is also appreciated. I 
thank my colleagues from IBPPM RAS (Saratov, Russia) for many years of collabo-
ration and the Russian Foundation for Basic Research for partial support of our 
studies of plant-associated bacteria.  
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