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ghost dance shirt and the skull of an Arikara Indian, which are both in the
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Today, I am happy to present a work that applies a more abstract methodology
and a broader perspective on international cultural property repatriation claims of
indigenous peoples. This enabled me to extend the evaluation of the legal bases and
to work out some general principles and suggestions as to how the international
community and European states could better deal with indigenous peoples’ cultural
property repatriation claims. I hope that the insights will contribute to a positive
development of research and practice in cultural property law.

This work is dedicated to the indigenous peoples. The multilayered meanings
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fundamentally challenged my understanding of law. I am grateful for the lessons
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of the University of Lucerne. In the realm of this project funded by the Swiss
National Science Foundation, I encountered an inspiring scientific exchange, an
excellent working environment, and an awesome team of colleagues. Jessica Lai,
Angela Hefti, Martin Korrodi, Andrea Kerekes, Monika Guggenbiihl, and
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Liz Obee edited the English language, and Steven Howe helped with some final
linguistic revisions. Further, I would like to mention the many valuable inputs and
constant motivation from the esteemed professors and colleagues who initiated and
participated in the seminars and conferences of Kunst & Recht, IFKUR, the Centre
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