
Preface and Acknowledgements

This book is the outcome of a multi-year journey that started at the University of

California Los Angeles (UCLA) in 1999. Inspired by Professor Kurt Siehr and

supervised by Professor Carole Goldberg, I first approached the question of Native

American cultural property claims with a case study regarding the rights to a Lakota

ghost dance shirt and the skull of an Arikara Indian, which are both in the

possession of the North America Native Museum in Zurich.

Today, I am happy to present a work that applies a more abstract methodology

and a broader perspective on international cultural property repatriation claims of

indigenous peoples. This enabled me to extend the evaluation of the legal bases and

to work out some general principles and suggestions as to how the international

community and European states could better deal with indigenous peoples’ cultural

property repatriation claims. I hope that the insights will contribute to a positive

development of research and practice in cultural property law.

This work is dedicated to the indigenous peoples. The multilayered meanings

and purposes of their cultural objects in an indigenous context not only formed the

grounds of this research; they equally influenced my thoughts and perceptions and

fundamentally challenged my understanding of law. I am grateful for the lessons

learned that allowed me to work on building bridges between indigenous and

western world views.

My deepest thanks go to my parents for their steady backing and love throughout

the research process. Several other persons shared the living with and working on

this book with me. The most trustful and highly qualified support, however, came

Benno Widmer. Thank you very much.

Professionally, I would like to acknowledge and thank Professor Christoph

Graber. This work formed part of his research project ‘International trade in

indigenous cultural heritage: Legal and policy issues’ at the i-call research centre

of the University of Lucerne. In the realm of this project funded by the Swiss

National Science Foundation, I encountered an inspiring scientific exchange, an

excellent working environment, and an awesome team of colleagues. Jessica Lai,

Angela Hefti, Martin Korrodi, Andrea Kerekes, Monika Guggenbühl, and

Antoinette Maget Dominicé all contributed in one way or another to this work.
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Liz Obee edited the English language, and Steven Howe helped with some final

linguistic revisions. Further, I would like to mention the many valuable inputs and

constant motivation from the esteemed professors and colleagues who initiated and

participated in the seminars and conferences of Kunst & Recht, IFKUR, the Centre

du Droit de l’Art, and the Forschungsgesellschaft Kunst und Recht. Many thanks to

you all. And finally, I thank Brigitte Reschke and Anand Venkatachalam and their

German and Indian teams, who realised the publication of this book.

Luzerne, Switzerland, 2013 Karolina Kuprecht
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