
Preface

This book is a revised version of my doctoral thesis submitted at the Ruhr-University
of Bochum in July 2010. The thesis was written under the supervision of Albert
Newen and Stephan Hartmann. The core arguments were discussed with my
colleagues in Bochum and at the Tilburg Center for Logic and Philosophy of Science
(TiLPS), where I spent a couple of months in 2009 as a visiting fellow. Several
papers emerged from this thesis, brief summaries of which are included in the
present book. I started working on the manuscript again in 2012, while spending
two wonderful months in Barcelona as a visiting fellow in the LOGOS group.

First of all, I wish to thank my supervisors Albert Newen and Stephan Hartmann
for their helpful comments on the manuscript and the long discussions we had on
this topic. I am grateful for their guidance. I would like to thank Markus Werning
and Ulrich Pardey, who were on the committee and provided helpful feedback.
A somewhat independent ‘thank you’ goes, again, to Albert Newen for his strategic
and motivational support as my boss for more than 5 years at the University of
Bochum. The time was great. I also wish to thank my former colleagues for helpful
discussions, for reading sections of the manuscript, and for providing distraction
when needed: Leon de Bruin, Eva Maria Jung, Lena Kästner, Ulrike Pompe,
Tobias Schlicht, Tomoo Ueda, Anna Welpinghus, and, especially, Markus Eronen,
Christoph Michel, Tobias Starzak, and Gottfried Vosgerau. I had extremely helpful
discussions with Alexander Reutlinger, Christian Sachse, Patrice Soom, and Jan
Sprenger. I received valuable comments from a group of philosophers at Brown
University, and I would like to thank Douglas Kutach for his feedback on a paper
that summarized an early version of the core argument of Chap. 3. I would also
like to thank Gerhard Schurz for inviting me to his colloquium, where I received
extremely valuable comments. I am grateful to Dan López de Sa and Moritz Schulz
for inviting me to the PERSP-Metaphysics seminar in Barcelona, where a paper
of mine was intensively discussed – a paper significant portions of which later
entered Chaps. 3 and 9. Working with Robert Van Gulick on the entry ‘Scientific
Reduction’ for the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy helped me to get clearer
about numerous subtleties of the reduction debate – I wish to thank him for that.
I received valuable input during workshops and in colloquia in Lausanne, Milan,
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Krakow, Helsinki, Tilburg, and Geneva. I am especially grateful for the intense,
often nightlong discussions I had with Heiner Koch, Nick Haverkamp and Miguel
Hoeltje, who also read and commented on significant portions of this book. I also
wish to thank Daniel James for reading parts of the book and for intense discussions.
An anonymous referee provided extremely helpful comments not only on particular
sections, but also on the book’s overall structure – in the light of these comments
I restructured the entire book; I truly hope the result does justice to the referee’s
valuable suggestions, at least to some extent.

I would also like to thank the foundations that enabled me to conduct research,
stay abroad and travel to conferences: the Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes and
the Mercator Stiftung. The final version of this manuscript was produced with the
support of a generous Dilthey-Fellowship of the Volkswagen Foundation. Thanks
also to Ties Nijssen and Christi Lue from Springer for their support.

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to my former teachers at the
University of Hamburg, especially Harald Wohlrapp and Wolfgang Künne, and to
my family, who encouraged me to pursue a philosophical career, and who enabled
me to carry out this project – my parents, Peter and Ulrike, with great affection,
my brother and sister, and Hartmut Meißner. My deepest thanks go to my wife,
Katharina, for being patient, for always putting things into perspective, and for her
encouragement. And thanks to my children – for everything.

Essen, Germany Raphael van Riel



http://www.springer.com/978-3-319-04161-2


