
Preface

This volume brings together works resulting from research carried out by members
of the EURO Working Group on Transportation (EWGT) and presented during
meetings and workshops organized by the Group under the patronage of the
Association of European Operational Research Societies in 2012 and 2013.

The main targets of the EWGT include providing a forum to share research
information and experience, encouraging joint research and the development of
both theoretical methods and applications, and promoting cooperation among the
many institutions and organizations, which are leaders at national level in the field
of transportation and logistics.

The primary fields of interest concern operational research methods, mathe-
matical models, and computation algorithms, to solve and sustain solutions to
problems mainly faced by public administrations, city authorities, public transport
companies, service providers, and logistic operators. Related areas of interest are:
land use and transportation planning, traffic control and simulation models, traffic
network equilibrium models, public transport planning and management, appli-
cations of combinatorial optimization, vehicle routing and scheduling, intelligent
transport systems, logistics and freight transport, environment problems, transport
safety, and impact evaluation methods.

In this volume, attention focuses on the following topics of interest:

• Decision-making and decision support
• Energy and environmental impacts
• Urban network design
• Optimization and simulation
• Traffic modeling, control and network traffic management
• Transportation planning
• Mobility, accessibility, and travel behavior
• Vehicle routing

The complexity of the problems analyzed made it difficult to give a complete
picture of the above aspects but, in the opinion of the editors, the works presented
here will help readers to go more deeply into some significant subjects with the aid
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of experts’ viewpoints of the problems. The high standard of the papers submitted
was ensured by a large and competent scientific committee and by a selective
reviewing process.

To end this preface, special thanks go to all those who contributed to this book,
including authors, reviewers and Springer, and in particular to Dr. Thomas Ditz-
inger (Springer, Applied Sciences and Engineering).

Jorge Freire de Sousa
Riccardo Rossi
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