Preface

An earlier version of this study was developed as part of the infoDev/World Bank
Broadband Strategies Toolkit,' with generous funding from the Korea ICT4D
Trust Fund. The authors thank the World Bank for authorizing its publication. We
are grateful for the comments received while developing the original material,
particularly the feedback from the following World Bank professionals: Tim
Kelly, Lead ICT Policy Specialist; Carlo Rossotto, Lead ICT Specialist, Regional
Coordinator, ECA, and MENA; and Masatake Yamamichi, consultant—ICT
Sector Unit. Additional reviewers of the original material included Wonki Min,
Ministry of Information and Communication—Republic of Korea; Toru Nakaya
and Atsushi Ozu, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications—Government
of Japan; Phillippa Biggs, Corporate Strategy Division—International Telecom-
munication Union; Akshaya Sreenivasan, Pennsylvania State University, John
DeRidder, Independent Consultant, Australia; Suraj Ramgolam, National
Computer Board—Mauritius; John Roman, Director of Broadband and Regulatory
policy—Intel’s Global Public Policy Group; and Renee Wittemeyer, Director of
Social Impact—Intel.

This version contains numerous updates to the original case studies. In addition,
whenever possible, data have been updated to reflect the rapidly changing land-
scape of broadband technology.

A large portion of the material contained in this study was generated throughout
the course of multiple consulting engagements supporting the development and
implementation of national broadband plans for Costa Rica (Estrategia Nacional
de Banda Ancha) and Ecuador (Plan Nacional de Banda Ancha) as well as digital
agendas for Colombia (Plan Vive Digital) and Mexico (Estrategia Digital
Nacional). The authors are grateful for the fruitful collaboration with numerous
individuals that occurred throughout the implementation of those projects. In
particular, they thank Hannia Vega (former Vice Minister of Telecommunications
of Costa Rica), Ana Valdiviezo (Head of Ecuador National Telecommunications
Council), Diego Molano (Minister of ICT of Colombia), and Alejandra Lagunes
(Coordinator of Mexican National Digital Strategy).

' The original source material and additional case studies can be retrieved at http:/
broadbandtoolkit.org/en/home.
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Additionally, portions of the work were developed while completing multiple
studies for the International Telecommunications Union. The authors acknowledge
their work with Nancy Sundberg, Senior Program Officer—Regulatory and Market
Environment Division and Youlia Lozanova, Telecommunication—ICT Regula-
tory Analyst, both from the Telecommunications Development Bureau.

Finally, this study benefitted from numerous collaborations with a number of
academics in the field of telecommunications policy. We thank, in particular,
Prof. Hernan Galperin, from the Universidad de San Andres (Argentina); Prof.
Alison Gillwald, from the University of Capetown (South Africa); Prof. Judith
Mariscal, from the Centro de Investigacion y Docencia Econdémica (México); and
Prof. Eli Noam, from Columbia University (United States).

Several colleagues at Telecom Advisory Services worked with us in engage-
ments that served as a basis for parts of the work contained in this study. In
particular, we thank Dr. Ernesto Flores-Roux, Dr. Pantelis Koutroumpis, and
Fernando Callorda.
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