Preface

This book presents the results of my PhD project, which I worked on while being
a research associate at the University of Mannheim between 2008 and 2012.
Living in Mannheim and going through the often lengthy and strenuous tasks
associated with doing a PhD was not always easy. As a matter of fact and for a
number of reasons, Mannheim was a rather restless and challenging chapter of
my life so far.

But what is also true is that my time in Mannheim was tremendously valua-
ble. Intellectually, it taught me to fully comprehend and appreciate the beauty
and usefulness of scientific thinking — a true gift for life. It made me discover the
fun of teaching and the satisfaction of developing new knowledge from scratch.
And on a personal level, Mannheim meant the emergence of close friendships
that I will never want to miss. There were countless warm, fun moments shared
with wonderful people — and I am grateful for every single one of them.

First and foremost, I want to thank all my colleagues at the Institute of Me-
dia and Communication Studies for their longstanding companionship and in-
spiring ideas, including (in alphabetical order) Alice, Andreas, Anja, Antal, Bine,
Eike, Franzi, Julia, Kathrin, Imme, Madeline, Maria, Marianne, Leonard, Nicole,
Nils, Professor Kohring, Professor Vorderer, and our numerous fantastic student
assistants who were always of great help. Special thanks go to Bine, Eike, and —
of course — the world’s best office mate Maria (with Evan) for valuable moments
and a hell of a lot of fun. Professor Hartmut Wessler provided me with relaxed
yet target-oriented supervision and was simply an inspiring boss and good friend.
He (along with wonderful Marita) deserves special thanks, too.

And finally, there were numerous marvelous people beyond the microcosm
of ‘MKW’ — some of them in Mannheim, many of them in Berlin, most of them
scattered around the globe — who supported me in times void of motivation and
granted me those moments of joyful distraction and authentic friendship required
for pulling off a PhD. Christian, Dominik, Elias, Fred, Jenny, Julia, Lukas,
Micha, and Sebastian (with Sarah) are certainly to be mentioned here, but there
were many, many more — including my caring parents Catha and Andres.
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