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Aharon Aviram Ben-Gurion University, Beer-Sheva, Israel’s interests focus on the
impact of postmodernity on education and society, and on formulating macro- and
micro-level strategies for adapting the education system to today’s changing reali-
ties in light of Humanistic values. He has published numerous articles and several
books on the desired future of education in postmodern democratic societies. He is
the chair of the Center for Futurism in Education at Ben-Gurion University, whose
long-term goal is to contribute to the design of desired educational futures by way of
critically structuring theoretical as well as practical change processes in education.
Aviram has led pioneering Israeli and European projects and think-groups focused
on the “merger” of technology and education, the radical change of the school, edu-
cation systems and higher education and the development of virtual lifelong learning
environments aimed at enhancing human development and flourishing. For Aviram,
the best uses of technology in any educational or lifelong learning framework would
be those that enhance personal autonomy and participatory belonging, which are
the two values he takes to be the cornerstones of Humanism and Humanistic educa-
tion. Aviram’s latest book, Navigating Through the Storm: Education in Postmodern
Democratic Society, was published by Sense Publishers in 2010.

Robin Barrow Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, Canada, who was educated at
Westminster School and Christ Church, Oxford, is currently Professor of Philosophy
of Education at Simon Fraser University, Canada, where he was also Dean of Educa-
tion from 1990–2000. Previously, he was Reader in Philosophy of Education at the
University of Leicester, UK. He is the author of over 100 papers and some 25 books
in the fields of philosophy and classics, including, most recently, Plato (Continuum)
and An Introduction to Moral Philosophy and Moral Education (Routledge). He was
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada in 1996.

David Blacker University of Delaware, Newark, DE, USAis Professor of Philoso-
phy of Education and Legal Studies at the University of Delaware, USA. His works
include Democratic Education Stretched Thin: How Complexity Challenges a Demo-
cratic Ideal (SUNY) and Dying to Teach: The Educator’s Search of Immortality
(Teachers College). He has also written widely on political, legal and ethical issues
in education policy, including a continuing series of US state-specific textbooks on
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education law and ethics. His forthcoming book, The Falling Rate of Learning and the
Neoliberal Endgame (Zero), analyses educational possibility in an age of economic
and environmental collapse. Recent essays have appeared in the Monthly Review
magazine and have served as a resource for the Occupy Student Debt campaign.
Prof. Blacker is currently Editor of Education Review, edrev.info, an open-access
online journal of scholarly book reviews with over 32,000 subscribers. He holds de-
grees in Philosophy and Education Policy Studies from the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and has taught at Illinois State University and Teachers College,
Columbia University.

Andrew Davis School of Education, Durham University, Durham, UKtaught in
primary schools for 8 years before teaching Philosophy of Education and Mathe-
matics Education at the universities of Cambridge and Durham, UK. He was one of
the authors of the best-selling Mathematical Knowledge for Primary Teachers and
has published extensively on the topics of educational assessment and learning. He
is currently Research Fellow at the School of Education, Durham University, and
Assistant Editor of the Journal of Philosophy of Education.

Paul Gibbs Middlesex University, London, UKis interested in professional prac-
tice, work-based learning and the marketing of higher education. The linking themes
are time and temporality. He is specifically interested in, and has published on, the
notion of academic time, its consumerisation and the impact this has on a rationale
for the university and compulsory education. He is currently editor for Springer Edu-
cational Thinkers series and a Professor of Education in the Institute for Work Based
Learning, Middlesex University.

Geoffrey Hinchliffe University of East Anglia, Norwich, UKworks at the Univer-
sity of East Anglia where he is Director of Academic Practice, a programme aimed
at early career academics. He also teaches undergraduates in the Philosophy of Ed-
ucation. He has also taught in adult education over several years and has a range of
research interests including capability theory, educational authority and republican
liberty.

Volker Kraft FH Neubrandenburg, Neubrandenburg, Germany, born in 1951;
diploma in educational science and psychology; 1984 doctoral degree (Dr. phil.)
at the Faculty of Philosophy of Kiel University (topic of doctoral dissertation: “Na-
ture and norm—Rousseau’s EMILE as an anthropological ‘ideal typus’ of moral
education”); 1995 habilitation (Dr. phil. habil.) at the Faculty of Philosophy of
Kiel University (topic: “Biographical constellations of educational theories”—the
psychoanalysis of educational thinking”) and venia legendi for “educational sci-
ence”; since 1996, full Professor for Pedagogics/Social Pedagogy, Psychology and
Counselling at the University of Applied Sciences Neubrandenburg and member
of the Faculty of Philosophy of Kiel University; 1999–2006 responsible convenor
of the Philosophy of Education Network within the European Educational Re-
search Association (EERA); 2008 Visiting Fellow at the Van Hugel Institute for
Educational Research, Cambridge University, UK; main research interests: psycho-
analysis of educational thinking, systems theory, general education (Allgemeine
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Pädagogik), philosophy of education and science research; last book publication:
Pädagogisches Selbstbewusstsein. Studien zum Konzept des Pädagogischen Selbst.
Paderborn/München/Wien/Zürich 2009

Helen E. Lees University of Stirling, Stirling, UKis Research Fellow in the Labo-
ratory for Educational Theory, School of Education at the University of Stirling. Her
areas of research interest are alternatives to schooling in terms of histories, theory,
social and political implications. She also works with a research focus on the role
of silence in schools and education. Recent research projects include an investiga-
tion of the theoretical elements of the distinctions made between compulsory and
non-compulsory, alternative and mainstream educational provision and work on the
impact of various European languages when considering the concept of education as
theory and practice. She is founder and Co-Editor of the journal, Other Education,
which was launched in July 2012.

Marianna Papastephanou University of Cyprus, Nicosia, Cyprushas studied and
taught at the University of Cardiff, UK. She has also studied and researched in Berlin,
Germany. She is currently teaching Philosophy of Education in the Department
of Education at the University of Cyprus. Her research interests include political
philosophy, the “modern vs. postmodern” divide, utopia, the Frankfurt School and
epistemological, linguistic and ethical issues in education. She has written articles on
the above topics, she is the Editor of K-OApel: From aTranscendental-Semiotic Point
of View (Manchester: MUP, 1997), and the author of Educated Fear and Educated
Hope (Rotterdam, Sense Publishers, 2009) and Eccentric Cosmopolitanism and a
Globalized World (Boulder, Paradigm, 2012).

Naoko Saito University of Kyoto, Kyoto, Japanis Associate Professor at the Grad-
uate School of Education, University of Kyoto. Her area of research is American
philosophy and pragmatism and its implications for education. She has been working
as a mediator in cross-cultural settings, especially between Japan and Anglo-
American cultures, and more recently European cultures. In 2002, she was awarded a
Spencer Post-Doctoral Fellowship by theAmerican NationalAcademy of Education.
In 2007, she won the Ila and John Mellow Prize for her paper, “Philosophy as Trans-
lation: American Philosophy, perfectionism and cross-cultural understanding,” and
in 2012, the Joseph L. Blau Prize for “Is Dewey more cosmopolitan than Thoreau?”,
both at the annual meetings of the Society for the Advancement of American Philos-
ophy. She is the author of The Gleam of Light: Moral Perfectionism and Education
in Dewey and Emerson (2005) and Uchinaru Hikari to Kyoiku: Pragmatism no
SaiKochiku (The Gleam of Light: Reconstruction in Pragmatism (2009), a Japanese
adaptation of The Gleam of Light) as well as numerous articles. In collaboration
with Paul Standish, she has co-authored Democracy and Education from Dewey to
Cavell (to be published in 2013) and has co-edited the collections Education and the
Kyoto School of Philosophy (2012), Stanley Cavell and the Education of Grownups
(2012), Walden in Tokyo: Stanley Cavell and the Thought of Other Cultures (to be
published in 2013) and Honyaku no Sanaka ni aru Shakai-Seigi (Social Justice in
Translation, to be published in 2013). She is the translator of The Senses of Walden



xii Contributors

(2005), the first book of Cavell’s to be published in Japanese, and of Beyond the
Self: Wittgenstein, Heidegger, Levinas and the Limits of Language by Paul Standish
(2012).

Anders Schinkel VU University Amsterdam, Amsterdam, The Netherlandswas
born in Kampen, The Netherlands, in 1979. After taking MAs in History and Phi-
losophy, both at Erasmus University Rotterdam, he obtained his PhD in Philosophy
at VU University Amsterdam, with a dissertation on (and entitled) Conscience and
Conscientious Objections (Pallas Publications, Amsterdam, 2007). He has published
in the areas of philosophy of history, animal ethics, (meta-) ethics, and philosophy
of education. He is now Assistant Professor in the latter field, at the Faculty of
Psychology and Education of VU University Amsterdam.

Kevin Williams Mater Dei Institute, University of Dublin, Dublin, Irelandis Senior
Lecturer in Mater Dei Institute, Dublin City University, and a former President of
the Educational Studies Association of Ireland. Most of his work is in the area of
philosophy of education and he has contributed chapters to several state-of-the-art
collections on the subject. His most recent publications include Faith and the Nation:
Religion, Culture, Schooling in Ireland (Dominican Publications, 2005) supported
by a grant from IRCHSS, Education and the Voice of Michael Oakeshott (Imprint
Academic, 2007) and Religion and Citizenship Education in Europe (2008), written
as part of the Children’s Identity and Citizenship Education in Europe (CiCe) project
funded by the European Commission. He is author of several studies on secularism
and religion in France where he regularly lectures. In October, he will be guest of
the Michael Oakeshott Association in the University of Tulsa where he is keynote
speaker at its biennial conference.

Amrita Zahir University of Basel, Basel, Switzerlandhas received her doctorate
from the University of Washington, Seattle, USA. Since April 2008, she is the Direc-
tor of Curriculum Development and Adjunct Faculty of Education at the University
of Basel, Switzerland. Prior to this, she had been employed as a Lecturer at the
University of Washington Bothell, USA, 2005–2008.
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