
xiii

  Contents

 Part I Theory   

    1     Preliminary Considerations on the Method of Social Thought ..........  3   
    1.1  Introduction ......................................................................................  3   
    1.2  Great ‘Errors’ Fuelled by Methodological Misconceptions .............  4   
    1.3   Excursus  on the Methodological Peculiarity 

and Equivocations of the Social Sciences ........................................  8   
    1.4  Necessity and Choice-Possibility-Creativeness 

in the Organization and Interpretation of Social Systems................  17   
   1.4.1  Freedom and Constraints......................................................  17   
   1.4.2  A More Expressive Distinction: Necessity 

and Choice-Possibility .........................................................  19   
   1.4.3  Some Outstanding Equivocations on Economic 

and Social Necessities ..........................................................  23   
    1.5  A Primary Methodological Misunderstanding 

in the Social Sciences: The Confl ict Between Normative 
and Positive Views ...........................................................................  25   

    1.6  An Allusion to the Interpretation of Social 
and Historical Processes ..................................................................  30   

    1.7  Conclusion .......................................................................................  32   
   References .................................................................................................  33   

     2     The Core of the Methodological Question: Procedure, 
Rules, Classifications ..............................................................................  37   

    2.1  Introduction ......................................................................................  37   
    2.2  An Alternative View on the Confrontation with Social Reality: 

The Priority of Rules for the Formulation of Hypotheses 
Versus Those Concerning the Control of Hypotheses; 
The Rationality Principle. Towards Social Objectivism...................  38   



xiv

    2.3  The Formulation of General Principles in the Social Sciences ......  43   
    2.3.1  The Notion of Functional Imperative and the 

Methodological Centrality of Institutional Analysis ..........  43   
    2.3.2  The Commensurability of Social Knowledge, 

Ethical Relativism and Natural Rights; The Scientifi c 
Derivation of Some Value Premises and the Notion 
of Ontological Imperative ..................................................  46   

    2.3.3  Some Examples ..................................................................  48   
    2.4  From General to Particular: Continuity and Permanence 

Versus Change ................................................................................  52   
    2.4.1  Grand Options and Civilizations; Their Relations 

with Functional Imperatives. About the Concept 
of Utopia ............................................................................  52   

    2.4.2  Innovation and Choice: The Factors of Change
and Their Enemies .............................................................  55   

    2.5  Synthesis of the Methodological Framework. 
The Interrelationships Among Social Subsystems .........................  56   

    2.6  The Notion of Freedom and Necessity Areas 
as an Indispensable Tool for the Understanding
of Function and Confl ict ................................................................  58   

    2.7  The Problem of Prediction in the Social Sciences;
From Micro to Macro Theory ........................................................  60   

    2.8  Economic and Social Planning ......................................................  61   
    2.9  Conclusion .....................................................................................  66   
   References .................................................................................................  67   

     3     Heterogeneity of Methods in Social Thought: Weakness 
or Strength – Is There a Synthesis? .......................................................  71   

    3.1  Introduction ....................................................................................  71   
    3.2  Popper’s Double Face and Pareto’s Methodological Dualism .......  73   
    3.3  I. Lakatos and T. S. Kuhn ...............................................................  75   
    3.4  T. Lawson’s Treatment of Emergence 

and Ontological Naturalism ...........................................................  81   
    3.5  The Theorists of Social Action: L. von Mises and T. Parsons .......  84   
    3.6  G. Myrdal’s Thought on Method ...................................................  86   
    3.7  Institutional and Evolutionary Analyses ........................................  88   
    3.8  The Limitations and Diffi culties of Heterodox Social Thought 

in the Light of Feyerabend’s Methodological Anarchism ..............  91   
    3.9  Mainstream Economics and Its Opponents:

A Great Methodological Confusion ...............................................  93   
    3.10  Methodological Monism or Pluralism? .........................................  105   
    3.11  Synthesis and Conclusion ..............................................................  107   
   References .................................................................................................  107   

Contents



xv

     4     Social Development and Historical Processes ......................................  113   
    4.1  Premise ...........................................................................................  113   
    4.2  Initial Elements of a Theory of Social and Historical

Development ..................................................................................  113   
    4.3  The Development and Decline of Social Systems .........................  117   
    4.3.1  The General Scheme ..........................................................  117   
    4.3.2  Historical Typologies .........................................................  118   

    4.4  Synthesis of the Theory and Some Prescriptive Suggestions ........  122   
    4.5  The Interpretation of History and the Notion

of Historical Phase .........................................................................  125   
    4.6  Contradictions and Torments of the Present Age ...........................  127   
    4.7  A Simple Formalized Model and Its Estimation ............................  131   
    4.7.1  The Interaction Innovation-Adaptation

in a Model of Dynamic Competition .................................  131   
    4.7.2  The Formal Model .............................................................  133   
    4.7.3  Econometric Estimation .....................................................  134   

    4.8  Conclusion .....................................................................................  138   
   References .................................................................................................  139   

     5     On the Dynamics of Societies: Is There a Universal Theory? .............  141   
    5.1  Premise ...........................................................................................  141   
    5.2  Marxian Historical Materialism .....................................................  141   
    5.3  The Theories of Stages of Development ........................................  144   
    5.4  Evolutionary and Institutional Theories of the Social- Historical

Process. Spencer, Hayek and Douglass North ...............................  145   
    5.5  The Anti-rationalist Interpretations of Social-Historical

Processes. Pareto and Spengler ......................................................  148   
    5.6  The Central Role of Creative Processes in Toynbee 

and Ortega y Gasset .......................................................................  151   
    5.7  Value-Ideological and Political Aspects in the Interpretation 

of Social-Historical Processes. Weber- Tawney
and Pellicani’s Analyses .................................................................  155   

    5.8  Recent Interpretations of Social Development Stimulated
by Globalisation .............................................................................  159   

    5.9  Mircea Eliade and the Terror of History ........................................  163   
    5.10  Conclusion .....................................................................................  164   
   References .................................................................................................  164   

 Part II Some Applications   

     6     About Anthropology ................................................................................  169   
    6.1  Introduction ....................................................................................  169   
    6.2  Primitive Civilizations ...................................................................  170   
    6.2.1  American Primitives ..........................................................  170   
    6.2.2  Primitives Mainly from East Asia ......................................  172   

Contents



xvi

    6.3  Kinship, Labour Division, the Authority Principle
and Social Hierarchies .....................................................................  175   

    6.4  Power in Primitive Societies ............................................................  177   
    6.5  From the Power of Society to Command-Power .............................  181   
    6.6  The Consolidation of Command-Power and the Birth

of State-Power ..................................................................................  182   
    6.7  Conclusion .......................................................................................  184   
   References .................................................................................................  185   

     7     Problems of Political Theory and Action ..............................................  187   
    7.1  Introduction ......................................................................................  187   
    7.2  The Question of Sovereignty. The Impotence of Democracy

Against the Dark Ghost of Domination-Power ................................  188   
    7.3  Freedom and Responsibility ............................................................  193   

   7.3.1  An Important and Confused Matter
Urging Systematization ........................................................  193   

   7.3.2  The Theodicy Puzzle ............................................................  198   
    7.4  The Anti-reformist, Relativist and Hyper-reformist

Prejudices Implied by the Current Methods of Social Thought.......  202   
    7.5  Inequalities and Social Justice .........................................................  205   
    7.6  Political Thought in the Light of the Interpretations

of History; Some Clarifi cation on the Use of ‘If’ ............................  210   
    7.7  Conclusion .......................................................................................  215   
   References .................................................................................................  216   

     8     The Foundations of Law: Juridical Objectivism Versus 
Jus Naturalism and Juridical Positivism ..............................................  219   

    8.1  Introduction ......................................................................................  219   
    8.2  The Speculation of the Doctrine of Natural Law

and the Objections of Juridical Positivism .......................................  220   
    8.3  Contractualism and the Ambiguities 

of Enlightenment Thought ...............................................................  225   
    8.4  Some Meaningful Perplexities Concerning the Foundations

and Role of Law in Contemporary Societies ...................................  227   
    8.5   Juridical Objectivism . On the Scientifi c Explanation

and Justifi cation of Juridical Order ..................................................  230   
    8.6  Conclusion .......................................................................................  233   
   References .................................................................................................  233   

     9     Some Insight on Sociological Thought: Rationality, Relativism 
and Social Evolution in Boudon-Weber’s Cognitive Method..............  235   

    9.1  Introduction ......................................................................................  235   
    9.2  Reasons for Dissent from Boudon-Weber’s Cognitive Method;

An Alternative Proposal ...................................................................  236   
    9.3  Further Clarifi cations on Some Methodological 

Aspects Considered by Boudon .......................................................  238   
    9.4  Examples ..........................................................................................  242   

Contents



xvii

    9.5  Individualism and the Evolution of Human Societies....................  244   
    9.6  Rationality, Objectivity of Ethical Values and Social Evolution.

The Explanatory Role of the Concepts of Functional
Imperatives and Ontological Imperatives ......................................  246   

    9.7  Conclusion .....................................................................................  250   
   References .................................................................................................  251   

    10     Further Meditation on Ethics: Values in the Light
of Religious Thought and Its Opponents ..............................................  253   

    10.1  Introduction ....................................................................................  253   
    10.2  Ethics in Stationary Societies and Dynamic- Evolutionary

Societies: The Roots of the Problems That We Are Going
to Discuss .......................................................................................  254   
   10.2.1  Generalities ......................................................................  254   
   10.2.2  The Role of the Christian Message ..................................  255   

    10.3  Toward the Relativist and Absolutist Equivocations
on Values. The Alternative of Cultural Objectivism ......................  259   

    10.4  The Roots of Civilizations .............................................................  263   
    10.5  Some Examples and an Important Misunderstanding

of Global Ethics .............................................................................  265   
    10.6  Further Considerations on Religious and Social Thought:

Faith and Reason ............................................................................  268   
    10.7  Hume, Smith, Kant and Hegel on Ethics .......................................  275   

   10.7.1  Public Utility and Ethics in the Treatments
of Hume and Smith ..........................................................  275   

   10.7.2  From Kant’s Personal Ethics to Hegel’s 
Totalitarian Ethics ............................................................  278   

    10.8  Pera’s Criticism and Antiseri and Giorello’s 
Defence of Relativism ....................................................................  282   

    10.9  Conclusion .....................................................................................  291   
   References .................................................................................................  292              
   11     Final Conclusion......................................................................................  295   
   Reference ..................................................................................................  296    

      Name Index ......................................................................................................  297   

  Subject Index ...................................................................................................  301    

Contents



http://www.springer.com/978-94-017-8674-4


	Contents

