
v

  Pref ace   

 Where I come from in the North of England, a “second” refers to a piece of china 
with a fault in the decoration or a chip before entering the furnace. Buying “sec-
onds” of very expensive china at low prices was, and is, a common practice of my 
middle class upbringing. So the term “second edition” does not do this volume 
justice in my own mind and it is unlikely to be gotten at a rock bottom price. I prefer 
to call it another volume. Of course there are a few reasons for another volume of 
Endocrinology Case Histories, but the most obvious is the fact that the earlier vol-
ume has created a demand. There was, at least to me, a surprisingly warm reception 
to the earlier case histories, and this was particularly evident in the download his-
tory. People still read a few paper books but the number reading digital versions is 
clearly exploding. One reason is the easy availability on an international scale. 
Another is that case histories are perfect for short commutes and the need for a 
quick revision. And let’s not forget that the quality matters also. Having able and 
dedicated authors willing to submit their teaching cases and then holding their 
patience during the still long production period is the essential component of this 
book. I thank them all; many doing this a second time. The demands on medical 
practitioners continue to increase with no sign of relief and so our free time has 
become less and less and so has the willingness of many to contribute to such col-
lections. This is a great shame because the multiplicity of authors makes for splen-
did reading; you never know what style is next and how the case will be revealed. 
I want to thank the Springer team, especially Richard Lansing and Maria Smilios, 
for encouraging the production of this collection. There is a lot of good and modern 
medicine to be learned here.  
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