2.1 Geological Evolution of the Pannonian

Region
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Abstract

The Pannonian region (the Pannonian or Carpathian Basin and the surrounding mountain
ranges) is part of the Mediterranean Mountain System, which was formed during the last plate-
tectonic cycle since the latest Paleozoic times. In Europe it is an about 300-800 km wide belt
(Neo-Europe) accreted to the previously consolidated parts of Europe (Hercynian/Variscan
Europe or Meso-Europe) as a result of the Alpine orogeny caused by convergence of the
European (Eurasian) and African Plates. The present-day geological structure of the region is
mostly determined by the evolution of the Tethys and Atlantic Ocean systems, i.e. the
dismembering of the European and African continental plate margins during the early
evolutionary stages and their tectonic deformation and uplifting as consequences of plate and
microplate collisions. Plate-tectonic processes led to the formation of the large Pannonian
Basin in the Late Cenozoic times. Hungary lies in the central part of the Pannonian Basin that
is actually a system of several basins separated by isolated ranges of Palaeozoic and Mesozoic,
sedimentary, magmatic and metamorphic formations and Cenozoic sedimentary and igneous
rocks.
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The Tisza Megaunit consists of blocks accreted during the
Late Paleozoic Variscan (Hercynian) orogenic phases, when it
formed a part of the European Variscan Belt. It separated from

The pre-Neogene structure of the Pannonian (Carpathian)
Basin exhibits a complex mosaic-like collage structure
(Fig. 2.1). The basement is divided into two large structural
units by the Mid-Hungarian Lineament trending east-north-
east to west-southwest (Csontos et al. 1992; Fodor et al.
1999; Haas and Kovacs 2001; Schmid et al. 2008; Haas et al.
2010). These large units, namely the Tisza and Alpine-
Carpathian-Pannon (ALCAPA) Megaunits, show markedly
different geological features and evolution history (Fig. 2.2).
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this belt in the Middle Jurassic and since the late Early Cre-
taceous it has moved as a separate entity, i.e. a microcontinent.
The Variscan crystalline complexes are covered by Upper
Paleozoic continental siliciclastic series, and continental, and
shallow-marine Triassic formations (Bleahu et al. 1994; Haas
2012). The Jurassic is typified by facies diversification with
coal-bearing and then neritic and deep-marine siliciclastic
formations in the Lower and lower Middle Jurassic and deep-
sea cherty limestones in the upper Middle and Upper Jurassic
in the Mecsek Zone and condensed swell facies in the Villany-
Bihor Zone. The Lower Cretaceous is characterised by basic
volcanites and conglomerates and sandstones derived from the
coeval volcanic rocks in Mecsek Zone whereas shallow-
marine limestones prevail in the Villiny-Bihor Zone (Haas
and Pér6 2004). The Paleozoic—Mesozoic series of the Tisza
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Fig. 2.1 Major structural units of the Carpathic—Balkan—Dinaric
region (after the maps by Schmid et al. 2008; Zagorchev 1994,
Dimitrijevic 1997). [ Precambrian—Paleozoic platforms; 2 North
Dobrogea Unit; 3 molasse basins; 4—7 Carpathian Flysch Zone: 4
Moldavides; 5 Silesian—Krossno Zone, Outer Dacides (OD); 6 Magura
Zone; 7 Pieniny Klippen Belt (PKB); 8 Upper Austroalpine Unit,
Transdanubian Range Unit, Fatric, Hronic and Silicic Units; 9 Lower
Austroalpine Unit, Tatric, Veporic and Gemeric Units; /0 Penninic
Unit; /1 Crystalline-Mesozoic Zone (CMZ), Serbian-Macedonian-
Rodope Zone, Biharia Unit (Bih); 12 Danubian Nappes, Balkan Zone;
13 Severin Nappe (Sev); 14 Getic Nappes, Kuc¢aj-Sredna Gora Zone; 15
Mecsek Zone (Me); 16 Villany (V)-Bihor Zone; 17 Papuk (P)-Codru

Megaunit are exposed in the Papuk Mountains in Croatia, in
the Mecsek and Villany Mountains in South-Hungary and in
the Apuseni Mountains in Romania. They were also recog-
nised in a great number of wells in the basement of the Pan-
nonian Basin.

Parts of the ALCAPA Megaunit constitute the basement
of the northwestern segment of the Pannonian Basin as a
continuation of the Austroalpine units exposed in the Eastern
Alps (Fig. 2.2). The Transdanubian Range Unit is consid-
ered as an Upper Austroalpine-type nappe (Fodor et al.
2003; Tari and Horvath 2010). It is built up of a Lower
Palacozoic low-grade metamorphic complex, Permian flu-
vial sandstones and Triassic shallow marine sedimentary
formations, mostly shallow-marine carbonates. The mostly
deep-marine Jurassic-Lower Cretaceous formations are
overlain by continental to deep-marine sediments formed by

(Cod) Zone; 18 Southern Alpine Units; /9 High karst Unit; 20 Pre-
Karst—Bosnian Unit; 2/ East Bosnian—Durmitor Unit (EBD); 22 Drina—
Ivanjuca Unit (Dr-Iv); 23 Jadar Unit (Jad), Biikkk Unit (Bii); 24 Vardar
Zone, Transylvanian Nappes (Trans), Dinaridic Ophiolite Belt (DOB);
25 overthrust; 26 strike-slip fault. 7w Tauern window; Rw Rachnitz
window; Dr Drau Range; K Kalnik; /v Ivanscica; Mo Moslavacka
Gora; PG Pozeksa Gora; Z Zemplén Mountains. Inset map Megaunits
of Hungary with main lineaments and sites of profiles in Fig. 2.3. AA
and BB sites of profiles. EA East-Alpine; LHP Little Hungarian Plain;
TR Transdanubian range; ZDB Zala and Drava Basin; TH Transdan-
ubian Hills; NHR North Hungarian range; GHP Great Hungarian Plain;
SHM South-Hungarian Mountains

tectonically controlled transgression-regression cycles from
the Late Cretaceous to the Paleogene (Haas 1991, 2012).
The Mid-Hungarian Zone is a narrow belt at the southern
margin of ALCAPA containing strongly sheared, displaced
elements of the South Alpine and Dinaridic origin. The
Biikk Unit, exposed in the Biikk Mountains, Northeast-
Hungary, is considered as part of the Mid-Hungarian Zone.
It is composed of low-grade metamorphosed Upper Paleo-
zoic to Jurassic sedimentary and volcanic rocks, which are
overthrust by mélange with fragments of the Neotethys
accretionary complex (Haas and Kovacs 2001).
Large-scale strike-slip movements and coeval opposed
rotation of the megaunits led to the juxtaposition of the
basement units during the Early Tertiary (Csontos et al.
1992; Fodor et al. 1999; Csontos and Voros 2004). These
motions were controlled by indentation of the Adria
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Microplate and rollback of the subducting slabs along the

European Plate margin which led to the formation of a

young basin system through crustal thinning beneath the

area (Horvath et al. 2006). The phase that formed the Pan-
nonian Basin was initiated by attenuation of the crust,
leading to intense volcanism and significant but uneven
subsidence during the Miocene. An andesite-dacite strato-
volcanic chain, sub-parallel to the Carpathian arc, was
formed 17-12 Ma ago (Harangi et al. 2007). It was followed
by intense subsidence and sedimentary upfilling of the
basins between 11.5 and 5 Ma. In the meantime, due to uplift
of the Carpathian arc the previous connection with the Black

Sea had ceased to exist and a large lake (Lake Pannon) took

shape (Magyar et al. 1999). Parallel to the intense subsi-

dence, basalt volcanism started in some parts of the Pan-

nonian Basin ca 8 Ma ago (Németh and Martin 1999;

Harangi 2001). Sediments derived from the rising Alps and

Carpathians gradually filled up the lake, step-by-step

through advancing deltas (Juhasz et al. 2007; Magyar et al.

1999). By the Pliocene, a fluvial-lacustrine system with large

swamps and wetlands replaced the lake. An intense uplift of

Transdanubia, the western part of the Danube-Tisza Inter-

fluve, and of the present-day mountains began 5 Ma ago,

whereas the subsidence of the deep basins continued, giving
rise to the deposition of thick fluvial sediments during the

Pleistocene.

The main stages of the evolution of the geological
structure of the Pannonian region can thus be summarized as
follows:

1. Pre-Alpine, mostly Variscan, evolution that determined
the geological structure of the plate margins at the
beginning of the Alpine plate-tectonic cycle. Large
fragments of the Variscan Belt became dismembered
from the margins and incorporated into the Alpine oro-
genic system.

2. The early stage of the Alpine plate-tectonic cycle is
characterised by the opening of oceanic basins: the
western Neotethys Ocean from east to west from the
Middle Triassic to Early Jurassic and the Penninic branch
of the Atlantic Ocean from west to east from the Middle
Jurassic to Early Cretaceous.

3. The stage of the mountain building processes that was the
consequence of closure of the Neotethys basins from the
Middle Jurassic to the Late Cretaceous—earliest Tertiary
and of the Penninic basins (‘Alpine Tethys’) from the
early Late Cretaceous to the Early Miocene.

4. Development of molasse basins in the foreland of the
Alpine nappe stacks and in backarc setting related to the
subduction of the European Plate in the Late Cenozoic.

J. Haas

2.2 Regional Geological Units

2.2.1 East Alpine Ranges in Western Hungary
Metamorphosed Palacozoic and Mesozoic complexes repre-
senting the continuation of the East Alpine ranges are
exposed in the northwestern corners of Hungary, in the
Sopron and the Kdszeg Mountains, along the Austrian bor-
der. The Sopron Mountains consist of mica-schist and gneiss
formations which can be correlated with the Raabalpen
“Grobgneiss” Complex of the Lower Austroalpine (East
Alpine) Nappe System (Fig. 2.3a). The history of metamor-
phism for these rocks commenced probably during the Cal-
edonian orogeny, and continued during the Variscan phases.
They were also affected by shearing in connection with the
Alpine nappe movements (Lelkes-Felvari et al. 1984).

The rocks of the Kdszeg Mountains (belonging to the
Rechnitz Window) and to Vashegy Hill (forming an inde-
pendent window) appear from beneath the Austroalpine
nappes in two blocks. There is a metasediment complex of
Jurassic age, made up of quartz-phyllite and calcareous
phyllite with coarse-grained meta-conglomerate bodies, and
an ophiolite complex with serpentinised ultramafic—meta-
gabbro—greenschist and blueschist rock associations of Early
Cretaceous age. Both complexes were subject to very low to
low-grade Alpine metamorphism (Koller 1985).

After a long period of continental erosion, the deposition
of fluvial clastics and coal-bearing lacustrine clayey, silty,
sandy sequences initiated in small basins of the Sopron
Mountains during the Early Miocene. The Middle Miocene
(Badenian) transgression led to the deposition of conglom-
erates followed argillaceous sedimentation under relatively
deep marine conditions. The upfilling of the basins was
reflected in the deposition of shallow marine biogenic
limestones. The late Middle Miocene (Sarmatian) sedimen-
tation is characterised by coarse-grained delta facies and the
deposition of gravelly and sandy sediment continued during
the Late Miocene lacustrine stage (Pannonian).

2.2.2 Little Hungarian Plain

The Little Hungarian Plain Basin (Danube Basin in Slovakia)
is a large sub-basin of the Pannonian Basin system (Fig. 2.3a).
The Lower and Upper Austroalpine nappes and Paleozoic and
Mesozoic formations of the Transdanubian Range unit form
the basement of the basin on the territory of Hungary. Parallel
with intense subsidence, deposition of terrestrial clay, breccia
and conglomerate began in the central part of the basin during
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2 Geological and Tectonic Background

the Middle Miocene (Karpatian, Early Badenian). It was fol-
lowed by deposition of marine sandstone and limestone along
the basin margins and clayey sediments in the deeper inner
parts during the Badenian, while clayey marl, sandstone and
tuffitic sandstone in the late Middle Miocene (Sarmatian)
(Hamor 2007). Intense alkaline volcanic activity took place in
the centre of the basin in the late Middle to early Late Miocene
(Late Badenian to Early Pannonian) interval (Harangi 2001).
At the beginning of the Late Miocene, i.e. in the Early Pan-
nonian (11-12 Ma) lacustrine conditions already prevailed
(Magyar 2010). Clayey sediments were deposited in the
deeper sub-basins, whereas along the basin margins (Sopron
Mountains, Transdanubian Range) and around elevated
blocks (e.g. Mihalyi High) conglomerates were formed from
local sources. Then the southeastward prograding large Pan-
nonian-delta reached the area between 9.7 and 9.0 Ma ago
(Magyar 2010) and led to the deposition of predominantly
sandy sediments in a thickness of several 100 to more than
1,000 m. It was followed by fluvial-lacustrine sedimentation
of sand, sandstone, siltstone and variegated clay locally with
lignite intercalations. The thickness of the Late Miocene to
Pliocene fluvial succession may exceed 1 km. In the Pliocene,
ca 5 Ma ago, explosive magmatic activity emerged at some
sites of the Little Plain (Kemenesalja) that resulted in the
formation of maar complexes and related tuff rings (Németh
and Martin 1999 see Chap. 7). Intense subsidence of the area
continued in the Quaternary; the thickness of the fluvial
Quaternary formations reaches 450 m in the Gydr Basin
(Gabris and Nador 2007).

2.2.3 Transdanubian Range

The Transdanubian Range, extending for 250 kmin a NE-SW
direction, consists of hills and mountains with a great variety
of geological components (Fig. 2.3a). Lower Palacozoic
phyllite and carbonates are known north of Lake Balaton
(Balaton Highland), while Early Permian granite makes up a
great part of the Velence Hills located northeast of the Balaton.
In a narrow belt north of Lake Balaton Lower Paleozoic rocks
are overlain by Permian terrestrial red conglomerate and
sandstone and a Lower Triassic succession of alternating marl,
siltstone, limestone and dolomite formations. Other parts of
the Transdanubian Range (Keszthely, Bakony, Vértes, Ger-
ecse, Pilis and Buda Mountains) are built up mainly of Triassic
dolomites and limestones of 2-3 km in thickness (Fig. 2.4a—
Haas 2012). The Jurassic and Lower Cretaceous formations
occur in the central zone of a large syncline, which was created
by compressional tectonic movements in the middle Creta-
ceous. The Jurassic sequences are characterised by red pelagic
limestones and in the Middle to Upper Jurassic segment also
by radiolarites. The Lower Cretaceous is mostly represented
by cherty deep marine limestones in the Bakony and marls,
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sandstones and conglomerates also of deep sea facies in the
Gerecse Mountains. The orogenic processes in the middle
Cretaceous were also manifested in uplifting, subaerial
exposure of a significant portion of the Transdanubian Range
and deposition of karstic bauxites in the Bakony, followed by a
transgression and accumulation of marine limestones and
marls of several 100 m in thickness. The next deformation
phase during the Late Cretaceous caused even more intense
denudation, karstification and deposition of bauxites of com-
mercial value. The older Mesozoic formations are uncon-
formably covered by continental and shallow marine Upper
Cretaceous formations in the western Transdanubian Range
(Bakony). General uplifting took place after the Cretaceous
and created terrestrial conditions all over the Transdanubian
Range area, intense karstification and bauxite deposition
(Haas 2012). After a long continental period marine trans-
gression resumed only in the Middle Eocene and deposited
coal seams, and mostly clayey formations in the basins and
carbonates in the shallow marine margins. Subsequent to the
Early Oligocene uplift and erosion, fluvial sedimentation
prevailed over the predominant part of the area during the Late
Oligocene, whereas in the northeastern Transdanubian Range
(Buda Mountains), which belonged to the North Hungarian
Paleogene Basin, mostly clayey sediments were deposited
from the Late Eocene to the Oligocene in a relatively deep
marine basin (Nagymarosy 1990). In the Miocene the over-
whelming area of the Transdanubian Range was exposed but
several sub-basins formed with the deposition of shallow
marine gravelly—sandy sediments and limestones. During the
early Pannonian times the range constituted a large peninsula
surrounded by shallow lacustrine environments with gravelly-
sandy sediment deposition from local sources near the shore
and clayey sedimentation in the deeper offshore zones. Later
on, as a result of rising lake level, a significant portion became
inundated (Magyar 2010). The basaltic volcanic activity in the
South Bakony-Balaton Highland area began in the latest
Miocene (7.9 Ma—Balogh and Németh 2005) and continued
till the Late Pliocene.

2.2.4 Zala and Drava Basins

The Northern and Southern Zala and the Drava Basins are
located in Southwest-Hungary and extend over the territory
of Slovenia and Croatia. The basins began to take shape
during the Lower to Middle Miocene and became sub-basins
of Lake Pannon during the Late Miocene. Reflecting their
different pre-Miocene evolution, the basements of the basins
are significantly different. The basement of the Northern
Zala Basin belongs to the Transdanubian Range structural
unit. Accordingly, it is composed of Paleo-Mesozoic and
Paleogene formations akin to those in the western part of the
Transdanubian Range. The Miocene sequence begins with
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Fig. 2.4 Widespread rock types of geomorphological significance in
Hungary. a Triassic (Dachstein) limestone slope at Kesztolc in the Pilis
Mountains, Transdanubian Range (Photo by Janos Haas); b Triassic
dolomite cliff in Veszprém, Bakony Mountains, Transdanubian Range

Karpatian to Badenian conglomerates or sandstones overlain
by silt and clay with marine fossils; the Sarmatian is repre-
sented by marl and sandstone. The thickness of the Middle
Miocene succession may exceed 1,000 m (Hamor 2007).
Clayey marl of pelagic lake facies was formed in the early
times of the Late Miocene. This sub-basin was approached
by the south-eastward prograding delta 8.9-8.6 Ma ago
(Magyar 2010), leading to the deposition of a 1 km thick
sand-dominated succession. It was followed by the deposi-
tion of a fluvial-lacustrine series, ca 1.5 km in thickness.
The basement of the Southern Zala Basin is assigned to
the Mid-Hungarian Zone. In a belt south to the Balaton
Lineament displaced fragments of the South Karavanken and
Julian—Savinja Units consisting of Permian and Triassic
formations form the basement. Further southward slightly
metamorphosed Triassic and Jurassic rocks and ophiolite

=33

(Photo by Janos Haas); ¢ Main Conglomerate of Jakab Hill, Mecsek
Mountains (Photo by Janos Haas); d Loess bluff of the Drava River at
Heresznye, Inner Somogy Hills (Photo by Dénes Loczy)

mélange of the Kalnik Unit were encountered below the
Miocene formations (Haas 2012). In the depocenter above
terrestrial conglomerate about 3 km thick Middle Miocene
(Badenian) marine clayey marl was formed. This sub-basin
may have been reached by the large Pannonian delta
somewhat later, in the 8.6-8.0 Ma interval. Otherwise, the
Pannonian succession is similar to that in the Northern Zala
Basin.

In the Drava Basin a basement of Paleozoic medium-
grade metamorphic rocks and Mesozoic carbonates was
detected. The Neogene started with Lower Miocene non-
marine conglomerates, sandstones and clayey marls in a
thickness of 2 km. The Middle Miocene is represented
mostly by marine marls and clays in the inner part of the
basin and shallow marine carbonates along the basin mar-
gins. The Pannonian delta may have occupied this area ca
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6.8 Ma ago. Above the 1 km thick delta-related lacustrine
sequence 2.5 km thick fluvial-lacustrine series was formed.
In the axial belt of the basin the thickness of the Quaternary
is more than 250 m.

2.2.5 Transdanubian Hills

This area is located in southern Transdanubia between the
Transdanubian Range and the Mecsek Mountains and bor-
dered by the Drdva Basin to the southwest and the Great
Hungarian Plain to the east. Late Paleozoic to Mesozoic
predominantly carbonate formations of the Mid-Hungarian
Zone and Paleozoic metamorphic complexes and Mesozoic
formations of the Tisza Megaunit form the basement of the
Neogene sedimentary sequences (Fig. 2.3a—Haas 2012). In
the Early to early Middle Miocene a fluvial conglomerate
and sandstone succession was accumulated in a remarkable
thickness (0.8—1.2 km) in a tectonically controlled conti-
nental basin. Continuing subsidence led to transgression and
establishment of open marine conditions during the Bade-
nian, followed by shallow marine sedimentation in the Sar-
matian. The Pannonian lacustrine-pelagic conditions were
changed in this area in the 8.6—7 Ma interval due to the effect
of the prograding delta system that led to deposition of ca
1 km thick turbiditic sandy sediments and a subsequent
fluvial-lacustrine succession. However, in contrast to the
Drava Basin in this area the subsidence was followed by
Pliocene and Quaternary uplift in the inversion phase of
basin evolution (Horvath et al. 1988).

2.2.6 South Hungarian Mountains

Carboniferous granite is exposed in the southeastern fore-
land of the Mecsek Mountains (Moragy Hills). 3—4 km thick
Permian and Early Triassic continental red-beds and 600—
700 m thick Middle Triassic carbonate sequences constitute
the anticline of the Western Mecsek Mountains (Fig. 2.3a),
Jurassic sedimentary sequences and Lower Cretaceous
magmatic and sedimentary formations constitute the syn-
cline of the Eastern Mecsek. The thickness of the Jurassic is
more than 3 km in the south and decreases to 500 m
northward. The succession begins with a coal-bearing for-
mation that is covered by shallow to deep-marine marls and
sandstones of remarkable thickness. A thin series of deep-
marine limestones represents the Middle and Upper Jurassic.
Intense volcanism dominated the Early Cretaceous evolution
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producing a ca 1 km thick complex of alkaline basalt and
marine sandstone and conglomerate consisting mostly of
reworked volcanic rocks.

Located south of the Mecsek Range, the Villany Hills
have an imbricate structure consisting mainly of Mesozoic
carbonates; Triassic shallow marine dolomites and lime-
stones, a condensed and discontinuous marine Jurassic
succession and a thick Lower Cretaceous shallow-marine
limestone formation.

In the early Cenozoic times the area of southern Trans-
danubia was an emerged land subjected to erosion. In the
Early Miocene a large continental basin developed in the
northern foreland of the Mecsek where thick fluvial forma-
tions were formed and similar sequences occur in sub-basins
within the Mecsek Mountains. In the northern part of the
Mecsek, above the Mesozoic basement or the Miocene ter-
restrial and rhyolite tuff succession, andesitic subvolcanic
rocks occur. The marine sedimentation began only in the
Badenian, when shallow-marine limestones deposited
directly upon the bedrocks. However, large parts of the
Mecsek—Villdny area were probably still in emerged posi-
tion. The Pannonian sequence commences usually with basal
conglomerates that are overlain by calcareous marl and
clayey marl of open lake facies and followed by sand-
dominated delta successions.

2.2.7 North Hungarian Range

The North Hungarian Range is very complex geologically.
In a geological sense the western Cserhat Hills (the Naszaly
and other Mesozoic blocks in its environs) belong to the
Transdanubian Range wunit. In contrast, the Visegrad
Mountains, on the western bank of the Danube, is a part of
the North Hungarian Miocene volcanic range.

The oldest formations occur in the northeastern part of the
region, in the Szendré and the Uppony Mountains where
slightly metamorphosed Palaeozoic shallow and deep marine
sedimentary rocks—phyllites and carbonates—outcrop. The
Biikk Mountains is built mostly of slightly metamorphosed
Upper Palacozoic to Jurassic series. The northern part of the
mountain consists predominantly of Carboniferous to
Permian shales and carbonates. The Biikk Plateau is con-
stituted mostly of Middle to Upper Triassic shallow marine
limestones. Jurassic shales and conglomerates of deep-mar-
ine basin and slope facies and large basalt and gabbro bodies
prevail in the western portion of the mountains. These
complexes are locally covered by a marine Palacogene
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sequence. The Rudabanya and Aggtelek Hills are built up of
nappes of the Inner West Carpathian unit. The Rudabanya
Hills contain non-metamorphosed and slightly metamor-
phosed Triassic and Jurassic shales and carbonates. The
Aggtelek Hills consist of Triassic rocks, mostly shallow-
marine limestones (Haas 2012).

The western North Hungarian Range consists of Paleo-
gene and Neogene sedimentary formations and Neogene
volcanic rocks. Metamorphic complexes of the Central
Carpathian Vepor unit and Mesozoic sequences of the
Transdanubian Range and the Biikk units form the basement
of the Cenozoic formations. In the Paleogene Basin the
Cenozoic transgression led to the formation of shallow-
marine limestone in the Late Eocene, followed by the
deposition of deep-marine marls in the Early Oligocene.
During the latest Eocene—Early Oligocene the upbuilding of
an andesitic stratovolcano in the Eastern Matra Mountains
started. Deposition of deep-marine marls and siltstones
continued in the centre of the basin whereas shallow marine
sandstones were formed along the margins during the Late
Oligocene—Early Miocene. Subsequent uplift resulted in the
establishment of terrestrial conditions and intense erosion
that was followed by the deposition of rhyolite tuff over
large areas in the late Early Miocene (Ottnangian). Trans-
gression in the early Middle Miocene (Badenian) led to the
deposition of clayey marine sediments in the deeper basins
and sandy sediments and biogenic limestones in the shallow
marginal zones (Hamor 2007), accompanied by intense
volcanism. The bulk of the andesitic volcanic rocks that
make up the Visegrad, Borzsony, Cserhat and Matra
Mountains were formed in the Badenian, 15-16 Ma ago
(Fig. 2.3b—Harangi 2001). The thickness of the lava, vol-
canic breccia and tuff succession of the stratovolcanic
complexes may reach 1-2 km. Pliocene to Quaternary (5.6—
1.8 Ma) basalts occur the Karancs—Medves area (No6grad—
Gemer Volcanic Field) and in the northern Cserhat Hills.

The eastern section of the North Hungarian Range
includes the Cserehat Hills, which consist mostly of Neo-
gene sedimentary rocks, and the Tokaj Mountains that are
built up of Neogene and Quaternary deposits and volcanic
complexes. Here volcanism began in the Late Badenian
(13 Ma) and a 1-3 km thick stratovolcanic complex of
rhyolite, dacite, andesite and their pyroclastics accumulated
in the course of several eruptions until the earliest Pannonian
(10.5 Ma) (Harangi 2001).

2.2.8 Great Hungarian Plain

Formed by upfilling of a large Neogene basin of articulated
basement topography, it is an extensive plain area extending
far over the territory of Hungary. The basement of the Great
Plain is heterogeneous (Fig. 2.3b). The southern portion is
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assigned to the Tisza Megaunit, whereas the northern part
belongs to the ALCAPA Megaunit and they are separated by
the Mid-Hungarian Zone. Mostly Variscan medium-grade
metamorphic complexes consisting of gneisses and mica
schists form the basement of the Tisza Megaunit. These
complexes are locally covered by Mesozoic successions.
Highly deformed, Cretaceous to Paleogene imbricate flysch
sequences occur in the northernmost belt of the Tisza
Megaunit. North of the Mid-Hungarian Lineament, pre-
dominantly Mesozoic carbonates were encountered under
the Cenozoic sequences.

Controlled by the Middle Miocene extensional tectonics,
very deep sub-basins and intrabasinal highs developed. In the
former, thick (3—7 km) and nearly complete Middle Miocene
to Pliocene successions accumulated (e.g. Jaszsag, Nyirség,
Derecske, Mako, Békés Sub-basins) whereas in the latter the
Middle Miocene formations are usually missing and the
thickness of the Upper Miocene (Pannonian) to Pliocene
deposits is less than 2 km (Fig. 2.3b—Nagymarosy 1981).
After transgression in the Badenian islands and shallow to
deep-sea environments were established. This general paleo-
geographical setting prolonged to the Late Miocene, parallel
to changes in the salinity of water. As a result of intense fluvial
transport two large delta systems developed in the Pannonian
which led to gradual upfilling of the basin from to NW and NE
to SE during the late Pannonian (8—5 Ma—Juhasz 1991,
Juhasz et al. 2007; Magyar 2010) and coeval extension of the
fluvial-lacustrine sedimentary environments. The thickness of
the Quaternary sediments is usually more than 50 m, but in the
still subsiding parts of the basin it may exceed 500 m (Gabris
and Nador 2007).
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