
Preface

This is a collection of most of the essays on Kurt Gödel that I have authored or
co-authored. In their publication over the past decade, these essays have been dis-
persed, as they address various topics for various primary audiences: philosophers
of logic and mathematics, phenomenologists interested in science, and historians
of modern philosophy. The rationale for bringing them together here is that, not so
much in spite as because of this variety, they show a coherence predicated on that
of the many-sided project of Gödel’s that they collectively analyse: the project of
using Husserl’s phenomenology to reconstruct and develop Leibniz’ monadology as
an axiomatic metaphysics, and then to provide a Platonistic foundation for classical
mathematics starting from the metaphysics thus obtained. Brouwer’s intuitionism
serves as a foil. In choosing the title of this book, I have preferred descriptive
accuracy to other, perhaps greater, qualities.

At times these essays go into issues internal to Leibniz’, Husserl’s, or Brouwer’s
thought that Gödel made few explicit comments on, or none at all. But in an
evaluation of Gödel’s reception of other philosophers this is only to be expected:
A judgement to what extent the various ideas Gödel appeals to fit together and suit
the purpose he has for them depends not on the web of Gödel’s remarks, but on the
web of ideas to which those remarks point.

I have chosen to leave the papers in their original form, and not to rework them
into one continuous narrative. Naturally, this entails some repetition and overlap,
but I hope that this at the same time facilitates access to the book as a whole.
My consideration has been twofold. First, the continuous narrative would have
been the form of choice for the more organic and comprehensive analysis that an
intellectual biography of Gödel calls for; but, although the essays collected here
may be read as preparatory steps for a biography of that type, they cannot, in
their limitation to this one particular project, be more than that, and more should
not be suggested. (In the Introduction, I give some examples of how these essays
refrain from establishing connections to other parts of Gödel’s life of the mind.)
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Second, it is intrinsic to Gödel’s project to be of interest from different perspectives
and to different audiences; a form of presentation that explicitly responds to these
differences is therefore not inappropriate.

For the occasion of their reprint in this volume, the essays have been recast in
a uniform format, including uniform bibliographical references, and citations and
translations have silently been added where missing. Spelling and punctuation have
been standardised to British where appropriate. But otherwise I have followed what
I consider to be the good practice of not revising papers when collecting them.
Occasionally I have added a content footnote to these reprints, flagged as such;
and the citation footnotes that were required by some journals have been deleted in
favour of citations in the main text. As a consequence, the footnote numbering in
these reprints in general diverges from that in the original publications. To be able to
make the chapters available separately, as is required for the electronic edition, each
comes with its own list of references; with an eye on the paper edition, a cumulative
bibliography has been added, as well as a subject index and an index of authors and
citations. In quotations, translations are my own, while emphasis stems from the
author quoted, except where noted otherwise.

The acknowledgements specific to each chapter, the details of its original
publication, and an acknowledgement of the permission to reprint it in this volume
are included in the chapters themselves. Words of thanks that do not have a natural
place there are those to my co-authors Robert Tragesser and Juliette Kennedy; it was
a pleasure to write the two respective joint papers included here with them. Also,
I am indebted to William Howard for his generous and good-spirited email letters
about Gödel and related topics, in an exchange that occurred after most of the essays
had been written.

More generally, I wish to thank the following persons for frequent or occasional,
but in any case extensive, discussion of Gödel and Gödeliana over the years:
Eric Audureau, Matthias Baaz, Paul Benacerraf, Julien Bernard, Marc Bezem,
Paola Cantù, Pierre Cassou-Noguès, Thierry Coquand, Gabriella Crocco, Dirk
van Dalen, John and Cheryl Dawson, Michael Detlefsen, Igor Douven, Jacques
Dubucs, Eva-Maria Engelen, Fernando Ferreira, Juliet Floyd, Jaime Gaspar, Warren
Goldfarb, Yannick Grannec, Leon Horsten, Piet Hut, Shinji Ikeda, Nuno Jerónimo,
Aki Kanamori, Juliette Kennedy, Roman Kossak, Georg Kreisel, Nico Krijn,
Paolo Mancosu, Per Martin-Löf, Amélie Mertens, Mitsu Okada, Marco Panza,
Charles Parsons, Jan von Plato, Adrian Rezuş, Robin Rollinger, the late Gian-
Carlo Rota, Philippe de Rouilhan, Rudy Rucker, Wilfried Sieg, Hourya Sinaceur,
Göran Sundholm, Steven Tainer, William Tait, Richard Tieszen, Robert Tragesser,
Anne Troelstra, Jouko Väänänen, Albert Visser, and Palle Yourgrau. (In spite of its
compactness, this list may not be complete; I apologise to anyone I may have failed
to include.)

At the Historical Studies-Social Science Library of the Institute for Advanced
Study in Princeton, Marcia Tucker, Christine Di Bella and Erica Mosner have
always been most helpful and forthcoming in all matters concerning the Gödel
Papers. Likewise, I thank the staff of the Department of Rare Books and Special
Collections at the Firestone Library of Princeton University, where the Gödel Papers
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are actually held, for their efficiency and kindness. Gabriella Crocco gave access to
her copy of the microfilm edition of the Gödel Papers, while Cheryl Dawson, Robin
Rollinger, and Eva-Maria Engelen provided me with numerous transcriptions from
Gödel’s shorthand. Without their generosity, the research reported here would never
have been. My gratitude to them is profound.

Generous institutional support during the writing of these essays came from the
Department of Philosophy at the University of Leuven; the Institut d’Histoire et de
Philosophie des Sciences et des Techniques (CNRS/Paris I/ENS), Paris; the Institute
for Advanced Study, Princeton; and Sciences, Normes, Décision (CNRS/Paris IV),
Paris.

Many thanks are due to Shahid Rahman and John Symons for accepting this
volume in their series Logic, Epistemology, and the Unity of Science. At Springer,
Ties Nijssen and Christi Lue were helpful and efficient editors. Springer also
engaged a reader who commented on the manuscript as a whole, which I much
appreciated. I prepared the manuscript for printing using Donald Knuth’s typesetting
system TEX and Leslie Lamport’s extension LATEX, editing my files with Rob Pike’s
editor Acme. I am grateful to the authors of these very useful and interesting
programs, and to the internet communities dedicated to them for their advice and
examples. Giuseppe Primiero, Richard Shore, and Robert Thomas kindly made
available the publishers’ files of the original publications of chaps. 3, 6, and 8,
respectively. This saved me much time.

Without the love and patience of my wife and son, this book could not have been
completed.

This volume is dedicated to the memory of Leen Stout, who, in his history class
at the Erasmiaans Gymnasium in Rotterdam, oversaw my first writing on Gödel.

Saint-Germain-en-Laye, France Mark van Atten
May 2014
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