Preface

The role of Reviews is to publish detailed scientific review articles on all aspects of
environmental contamination and associated toxicological consequences. Such
articles facilitate the often complex task of accessing and interpreting cogent
scientific data within the confines of one or more closely related research fields.

In the nearly 50 years since Reviews of Environmental Contamination and
Toxicology (formerly Residue Reviews) was first published, the number, scope,
and complexity of environmental pollution incidents have grown unabated. During
this entire period, the emphasis has been on publishing articles that address the
presence and toxicity of environmental contaminants. New research is published
each year on a myriad of environmental pollution issues facing people worldwide.
This fact, and the routine discovery and reporting of new environmental contam-
ination cases, creates an increasingly important function for Reviews.

The staggering volume of scientific literature demands remedy by which data
can be synthesized and made available to readers in an abridged form. Reviews
addresses this need and provides detailed reviews worldwide to key scientists and
science or policy administrators, whether employed by government, universities, or
the private sector.

There is a panoply of environmental issues and concerns on which many
scientists have focused their research in past years. The scope of this list is quite
broad, encompassing environmental events globally that affect marine and terres-
trial ecosystems; biotic and abiotic environments; impacts on plants, humans, and
wildlife; and pollutants, both chemical and radioactive; as well as the ravages of
environmental disease in virtually all environmental media (soil, water, air). New
or enhanced safety and environmental concerns have emerged in the last decade to
be added to incidents covered by the media, studied by scientists, and addressed by
governmental and private institutions. Among these are events so striking that they
are creating a paradigm shift. Two in particular are at the center of ever-increasing
media as well as scientific attention: bioterrorism and global warming.
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Unfortunately, these very worrisome issues are now superimposed on the already
extensive list of ongoing environmental challenges.

The ultimate role of publishing scientific research is to enhance understanding of
the environment in ways that allow the public to be better informed. The term
“informed public” as used by Thomas Jefferson in the Age of Enlightenment
conveyed the thought of soundness and good judgment. In the modern sense,
being “well informed” has the narrower meaning of having access to sufficient
information. Because the public still gets most of its information on science and
technology from TV news and reports, the role for scientists as interpreters and
brokers of scientific information to the public will grow rather than diminish.
Environmentalism is the newest global political force, resulting in the emergence
of multinational consortia to control pollution and the evolution of the environ-
mental ethic. Will the new politics of the twenty-first century involve a consortium
of technologists and environmentalists or a progressive confrontation? These mat-
ters are of genuine concern to governmental agencies and legislative bodies around
the world.

For those who make the decisions about how our planet is managed, there is an
ongoing need for continual surveillance and intelligent controls to avoid endanger-
ing the environment, public health, and wildlife. Ensuring safety in use of the many
chemicals involved in our highly industrialized culture is a dynamic challenge, for
the old, established materials are continually being displaced by newly developed
molecules more acceptable to federal and state regulatory agencies, public health
officials, and environmentalists.

Reviews publishes synoptic articles designed to treat the presence, fate, and, if
possible, the safety of xenobiotics in any segment of the environment. These
reviews can be either general or specific, but properly lie in the domains of
analytical chemistry and its methodology, biochemistry, human and animal medi-
cine, legislation, pharmacology, physiology, toxicology, and regulation. Certain
affairs in food technology concerned specifically with pesticide and other food-
additive problems may also be appropriate.

Because manuscripts are published in the order in which they are received in
final form, it may seem that some important aspects have been neglected at times.
However, these apparent omissions are recognized, and pertinent manuscripts are
likely in preparation or planned. The field is so very large and the interests in it are
so varied that the editor and the editorial board earnestly solicit authors and
suggestions of underrepresented topics to make this international book series yet
more useful and worthwhile.

Justification for the preparation of any review for this book series is that it deals
with some aspect of the many real problems arising from the presence of foreign
chemicals in our surroundings. Thus, manuscripts may encompass case studies
from any country. Food additives, including pesticides, or their metabolites that
may persist into human food and animal feeds are within this scope. Additionally,
chemical contamination in any manner of air, water, soil, or plant or animal life is
within these objectives and their purview.
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Manuscripts are often contributed by invitation. However, nominations for new
topics or topics in areas that are rapidly advancing are welcome. Preliminary
communication with the editor is recommended before volunteered review manu-
scripts are submitted.

Summerfield, NC, USA David M. Whitacre
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