Preface

In 2012 the editors developed the idea of bringing together the research results from
the disciplines of history, concept-based ethics, applied research ethics and health
economics into one volume on “Individualized Medicine”. These different disci-
plines constitute one project area as an integral part of the overall “Greifswald Ap-
proach to Individualized Medicine” (GANI_MED) research consortia. From their
respective disciplinary affiliations, the editors and authors of the different sections
hope to contribute to the ongoing debate on ethical, economical and societal impli-
cations of Individualized Medicine by focusing on the specific Greifswald approach.
To address the challenges of this new approach in medicine, IM is first and foremost
a research program capable of converging persons with different backgrounds and
disciplines. This volume is also the result of intense interdisciplinary discussions
and close cooperation with researchers from the clinic and information technology.

Our first thanks go therefore to all the Greifswalder researchers of any discipline
and background for their readiness to cooperate and discuss these issues. Without
this interdisciplinary exchange based on complimentary expertise, it would have
been impossible to carry out some of the research projects, particularly to find to-
gether ethically adequate solutions to clinical and IT problems, to inform our con-
ceptual understanding and to make economical analysis possible. Our special thanks
go to Hans-Jorgen Grabe, the project leader and his assistants Claudia Richardt and
Vivian Werner, who supported this publication from conception to completion.

We would like to express our special thanks to Olga Golubnitschaja, the com-
petent and experienced series editor of the “Advances in Predictive, Preventive
and Personalised Medicine” for admitting the contributions for publication. We
thank Martijn Roelandse and Tanja Koppejan from Springer Biomedical, who have
cleared up a number of editorial questions and provided us with useful help to go
through the editing process.

An edited volume would be impossible to write without the help of many people
who have proof-read, translated or commented upon manuscripts. First of all, James
Wells has provided for editorial consistency by going through the whole volume.
We are very thankful for all his stylistic improvements. Daniela Berner, Claudia
Grife, Stefan Kirschke and Sally Werner scrupulously read different parts of the
volume and largely contributed to harmonize the manuscripts in form and style.
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Last but not least, we are thankful to all the writers of this volume. The editors
thank all who have contributed to the success of this project. Our thanks especially
go out to them for their time, hard work and for their understanding for the gentle
pressure which we sometimes had to put on them in order to keep to the tight time
plan.

This work is part of the research project Greifswald Approach to Individualized Med-
icine (GANI_MED). The GANI_MED consortium is funded by the Federal Min-
istry of Education and Research and the Ministry of Cultural Affairs of the Federal
State of Mecklenburg-West Pomerania (support codes: 031S2061A & 03IS2061E).
Further grants contribute to GANI_MED: IntegraMent (Federal Ministry of Educa-
tion and Research); German Asthma and COPD Network (COSYCONET; BMBF
01GI0883).
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