Preface

Comparative research on migration is a growing trend in academia. Yet very few
studies that compare migrants and their descendants across different sites exist.
Study of the integration of the children of migrants—the so-called ‘second-gener-
ation’—is itself a recent trend in social science research and migration literature.
Their integration is thought to be an important indicator of the degree of integra-
tion of immigrants into a specific society. This book offers an in-depth, qualitative
analysis of the integration of Albanian migrants and their descendants in Europe. It
is also the first full-length comparative study of the Albanian ‘second-generation’.
Using a variety of field methods, it compares the ethnic identities, transnational ties
and integration pathways of Albanian migrants and Albanian-origin teenagers in
three European cities—London, Thessaloniki and Florence—by focusing on inter-
generational transmission between the first and the second generation. Greece, Italy
and the UK are, in that order, the three main European countries where Albanian
migrants have settled during their short but intense migration experience of the past
two decades. This book shifts the focus partly to the situation and developments
in Southern Europe, where awareness of and interest in issues of integration of the
second-generation are still at an early phase. By studying a settling immigrant group
and their descendants, this book takes a proactive approach towards the integration
of ethnic minorities.

The research involved field work in each of the above-named cities, where quota
samples of three categories of informants were drawn for interview: parents, their
second-generation teenage children, and teachers and other key informants within
the ‘host’ society. Findings show significant differences in integration patterns be-
tween the generations, affected by sharp differences between the three contexts and
the history of immigration in each context. They also point to important within-
group and inter-group differences, based on various socio-economic indicators. In-
tergenerational transmission appears to be a dynamic process affected not only by
context and parents’ socio-economic background, but also by parents’ stage of inte-
gration. The two generations prioritize and harness different forms of capital. Nev-
ertheless, capital utilized by parents impacts on the second-generation’s integration
because it enables the latter to further harness social and cultural capital; the oppo-
site—lack of such capital—obstructs teenagers’ integration strategies. Mobility and
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cosmopolitanism are forms but also ‘outcomes’ of capital, existing and harnessed,
which, in the case of the descendants of migrants, displays significant interrelations
with power and agency. These interrelations and dynamics are contingent on time
and space.

All research touches the lives of many people. Since this research was an interna-
tional multi-sited project, the number of people and institutions involved was quite
large. The author wishes to express her deep gratitude to all the participants. She
would also like to thank Prof. Russell King and Dr. Anastasia Christou at the Uni-
versity of Sussex, and Prof. Janine Dahinden and the late Prof. Michael Bommes
as part of the IMISCOE network, for their advice and support. This research would
have been impossible without the sponsorship and assistance of many institutions.
I extend my thanks to the sponsors of this research: Marie Curie Actions of the
European Commission and the Sussex Centre for Migration Research. Other orga-
nizations, in no particular order, have been of great help: in London the Albanian
organizations, especially ‘Ardhméria’ and Globalb; in Thessaloniki, the Albanian
organizations, especially ‘Mother Tereza’ and the ‘Organization of Albanians of
Thessaloniki’, the South-East European Research Centre (SEERC) and the Antira-
cist Initiative of Thessaloniki; in Florence, the Department of Educational Sciences
at the University of Florence, Prof. Giovanna Campani and, moreover, the various
teachers in Italian schools who were crucial to the realization of the field work.

Finally, but most importantly, the author acknowledges the great inspiration and
support received from her family. This book is entirely and wholeheartedly dedi-
cated to them.
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