Preface

When I was a senior student, I found a book on the desk of my advisor professor
and asked him how to get it. His answer was negative, saying its content was too
hard, even for a senior student. Some weeks later, I found it again in a book store,
the biggest one in Osaka. This was my first encounter with “Fourier Transforms”
written by the late Prof. I. N. Sneddon. Since then, I have learned the power of
integral transform, i.e. the principle of superposition.

All phenomena, regardless of their fields of event, can be described by differ-
ential equations. The solution of the differential equation contains the crucial
information to understand the essential feature of the phenomena. Unfortunately,
we cannot solve every differential equation, and almost all phenomena are governed
by nonlinear differential equations, of which most are not tractable. The differential
equations that can be solved analytically are limited to a very small number. But
their solutions give us the essence of the event. The typical partial differential
equations that can be solved exactly are the Laplace, the diffusion and the wave
equations. These three partial differential equations, which are linearized for sim-
plicity, govern many basic phenomena in physical, chemical and social events. In
addition to single differential equations, some coupled linear partial differential
equations, which govern somewhat complicated phenomena, are also solvable and
their solutions give much information about, for example, the deformation of solid
media, propagation of seismic and acoustic waves, and fluid flows.

In a case where phenomena are described by linear differential equations, the
solutions can be expressed by superposition of basic/fundamental solutions. The
integral transform technique is a typical superposition technique. The integral
transform technique does not require any previous knowledge for solving differ-
ential equations. It simply transforms partial or ordinary differential equations to
reduced ordinary differential equations or to simple algebraic equations. However, a
substantial difficulty is present regarding the inversion process. Many inversion
integrals are tabulated in various formula books, but typically, this is not enough. If
a suitable integration formula cannot be found, the complex integral must be
considered and Cauchy’s integral theorem is applied to the inversion integral. Thus,
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integral transform techniques are intrinsically connected with the theory of complex
integrals.

The present book intends to show how to apply integral transforms to partial
differential equations and how to invert the transformed solution into the actual
space-time domain. Not only the use of integration formula tabulated in books, but
also the application of Cauchy’s integral theorem for the inversion integrals are
described concisely and in detail. A particular solution for a differential equation
with a nonhomogeneous term of a point source is called the “Green’s function.”
The Green’s functions for coupled differential equations are called “Green’s dyadic.”
The Green’s function and Green’s dyadic are the basic and fundamental solution
of the differential equation and give the principal features of the event. Furthermore,
these Green’s functions and dyadics have many applications for numerical com-
putation techniques such as the Boundary Element Method. However, the Green’s
function and Green’s dyadic have been scattered in many branches of applied
mechanics and thus, their solution methods are not unified. This book intends to
present and illustrate a unified solution method, namely the method of integral
transform for the Green’s function and Green’s dyadic. Thus, the fundamental
Green’s function for the Laplace and wave equations and the Green’s dyadic for
elasticity equations are gathered in this single book so that the reader can have access
to a proper Green’s function and understand the mathematical process for its
derivation.

Chapter 1 describes roughly the definition of the integral transforms and the
distributions to be used throughout the book. Chapter 2 shows how to apply an
integral transform for solving a single partial differential equation such as the
Laplace equation and the wave equation. The basic technique of the integral
transform method is demonstrated. Especially, in the case of the time-harmonic
response for the wave equation, the integration path for the inversion integral is
discussed in detail. At the end of the chapter, the obtained Green’s functions are
listed in a table so that the reader can easily find the difference of the functional
form among the Green’s functions. An evaluation technique for a singular inversion
integral which arises in a 2D static problem of Laplace equation is also developed.

The Green’s dyadic for 2D and 3D elastodynamic problems are discussed in
Chap. 3. Three basic responses, impulsive, time-harmonic and static responses, are
obtained by the integral transform method. The time-harmonic response is derived
by the convolution integral of the impulsive response without solving the differ-
ential equations for the time-harmonic source.

Chapter 4 presents the governing equations for acoustic waves in a viscous fluid.
Introducing a small parameter, the nonlinear field equations are linearized and
reduced to a single partial differential equation for velocity potential or pressure
deviation. The Green’s function which gives the acoustic field in a uniform flow is
derived by the method of integral transform. A conversion technique for the
inversion integral is demonstrated. That is, to transform an inversion integral along
the complex line to that along the real axis in the complex plane. It enabled us to
apply the tabulated integration formula.
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Chapter 5 presents Green’s functions for beams and plates. The dynamic
response produced by a point load on the surface of a beam and a plate is discussed.
The impulsive and time-harmonic responses are derived by the integral transform
method. In addition to the tabulated integration formulas, the inversion integrals are
evaluated by application of complex integral theory.

Chapter 6 presents a powerful inversion technique for transient problems of
elastodynamics, namely the Cagniard-de Hoop method. Transient response of an
elastic half space to a point impulsive load is discussed by the integral transform
method. Applying Cauchy’s complex integral theorem, the Fourier inversion
integral is converted to an integral of the Laplace transform and then its Laplace
inversion is carried out by inspection without using any integration formula. The
Green’s function for an SH-wave and Green’s dyadics for P, SV and SH-waves are
obtained.

The last Chap. 7 presents three special Green’s functions/dyadics. The 2D static
Green’s dyadic for an orthotropic elastic solid and that for an inhomogeneous solid
are derived. In the last section, a moving boundary problems is discussed. Two
different Laplace transforms are applied for a single problem, and a conversion
formula between two Laplace transforms is developed with use of Cauchy’s the-
orem. This conversion enables us to apply the integral transform technique to a
moving boundary problem.

The integral transform technique has been used for many years. The inversion
process inevitably requires a working knowledge of the theory of complex func-
tions. The author finds the challenge of a complex integral amusing, especially the
challenge of choosing the right contour for the inversion integral. He hopes that
young researchers will join the fun and carry on with the inversion techniques. In
this respect it must be mentioned that he feels a lack of mathematical skill in the
recent research activities, since some researchers tend to use numerical techniques
without considering the possibility of an analytical solution. The more mathemat-
ical techniques expand the horizon of the differential equations wider and one can
extract more firm knowledge from the nature which is described by the differential
equations. The author hopes that the present book gives one more technique to the
younger researchers.

Finally, the author wishes to express his sincere thanks to Dr. Mikael A.
Langthjem, Associate Professor of Yamagata University, for his advice and nice
comments.

Yonezawa, Japan, January 2013 Kazumi Watanabe
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