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      Preface and Ac knowledgements  

  Despite growing interests worldwide, little is known about the actual performance 
of economic policy instruments (EPIs) in achieving water policy objectives. Fostered 
by a research grant from the European Commission, this book displays a large body 
of evidence on the different types, design features and outcomes of water-related 
economic policy instruments in place and the practice guiding their choice and 
implementation. Compared to other horizontal reviews of environmental EPIs, this 
book has an exclusive focus on water uses and services, and the breadth and depth 
of the analysis is unique from the international perspective. The scope of this review 
is to explore and identify conditions under which the EPIs perform well in practice 
and for this purpose; a large number of existing instruments are reviewed and 
assessed against a common set of assessment criteria. A variety of EPIs presented 
include selected instruments in place in Cyprus, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Italy, Spain, the UK, Australia, Chile, Israel and the USA. 

 This book does not advocate for the application of any specifi c EPI, but sets out 
the basis for the policymaker (and interested reader) to choose a particular form of 
EPI in specifi c circumstances. The book follows three fundamental objectives: (1) 
to learn more about the practical application of EPIs to specifi cally achieve water 
policy objectives, (2) to better understand the policy frameworks under which 
water-related EPIs are or have been designed and implemented and (3) to advocate 
the use of economic assessment tools and methods to inform available choices in the 
development of environmental protection policy at large and, more specifi cally, 
decisions regarding the management of water resources. These key objectives can 
be translated into broad research questions that this book aspires to address: 
(1) What are the purposes and motives that have led some policymakers around 
the world to promote the design and implementation of these instruments to 
achieve specifi c water policy objectives? (2) How do water EPIs interact and 
perform as part of complex policy mixes? (3) What is the level of information 
required and what assessment tools can be applied to impart signifi cance regarding 
their performance? 
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no. 265213 (EPI-WATER    – Evaluating Economic Policy Instruments for Sustainable 
Water Management in Europe). The EPI-WATER project was carried out by a con-
sortium led by Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei (FEEM), Italy, and 10 other European 
institutions: ACTeon, France; Ecologic Institute, Germany; Università di Bologna, 
Italy; Wageningen University, the Netherlands; National Technical University of 
Athens, Greece; Instituto Madrileño de Estudios Avanzados – Agua, Spain; 
University of Valencia, Spain; Middlesex University, Flood Hazard Research 
Centre, UK; Aarhus Universitet – National Environmental Research Institute, 
Denmark; and Corvinus University of Budapest, Regional Centre for Energy Policy 
Research, Hungary. The consortium liaised with overseas experts from Resources 
for the Future, the Australian University of Sydney, the Australian University of 
Adelaide, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, the University of California, the 
University of Colorado, Kieser & Associates, the University of Richmond, Pontifi cal 
Catholic University of Chile and Peking University. 

 The book is composed of contributions presented at the international conference 
 Water Management: Review of Empirical Evidence, Experiences and Lessons 
Learned from Europe and Elsewhere , held in Berlin from January 26–28, 2012. The 
authors are grateful for the conference’s fruitful discussion, which engaged experts 
and practitioners, representatives from governments and river basin authorities, EU 
institutions and non-government and international organizations. We would like to 
acknowledge the constant support to the project by a panel of experts from AgroParis 
Tech, the Organization for Economic and Co-operation Development, the Seine-
Normandie Water Agency, the Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management, 
the Spanish Ministry of Environment, the UK Department for Food and Rural 
Affairs, World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), the Committee of Professional 
Agricultural Organisations and General Committee for Agricultural Cooperation in 
the European Union, the Romanian Waters National Administration, the EC 
Directorate-General for the Environment (DG Environment) and the European 
Environmental Agency. 

 In addition, we would like to acknowledge the support from Henriette Faergemann 
and Łukasz Latała (DG ENV, European Commission), Xavier Lefl aive (OECD), 
Tania Runge (COPA-COGECA), Martina Mlinarić (EEB), Lucile De Boisson 
(WWF), Edi Interwies (InterSus), Bernard Barraqué (CNRS), Thomas Dworak 
(FreshThoughts), Miguel R. Solanes (IMDEA Agua), Hans-Peter Weikard (WUR), 
David Zetland, Pedro Andrés Garzón Delvaux and Pierre Strosser (ACTeon). 

 Last but not least, we would like to thank Carlos Mario Gómez, Gonzalo 
Delacámara and Alexandros Maziotis for their excellent contributions to editing this 
book and all lead and contributing authors of this book for their hard work and 
efforts towards making this publication happen. This book would have not been 
possible without their constant support. Finally, many thanks to the staff at Springer 
for their help throughout.
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